Q1	How does Priestley present ideas about social responsibility in An Inspector Calls?

Write about:

· some of the ideas about social responsibility that are shown in the play
· how Priestley presents ideas about social responsibility.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


	
· Historical context of post-war calls for social reform
· The chain of events showing the connection between each character’s actions 
· Mr Birling’s individualism contrasted with the Inspector’s socialist values
· The Inspector’s role as a moral voice emphasising collective responsibility
· The metaphor of ‘we are members of one body’ emphasising interconnectedness
· Sheila’s transformation from complicity to moral awareness
· The generational divide: acceptance of responsibility versus a refusal to learn
· The final telephone call reinforcing the need to learn from mistakes






















Q2	How does Priestley use the character of Sheila to explore ideas about gender and power?

Write about:

· what Sheila says and does
· how Priestley uses Sheila to explore ideas about gender and power.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


	
· Context of limited female power in 1912 versus changing women’s roles in 1945
· Sheila’s initial presentation as naive and eager to please
· Her misuse of power in having Eva Smith dismissed from Milwards 
· Her growing independence and willingness to challenge authority
· Her alliance with Eric against the older generation
· Her transformation from complicity to moral consciousness throughout the play
· Her perceptiveness in recognising the family cannot return to normal
· Her role as a symbol of hope for progressive social change 





















Q3	How does Priestley present Mr Birling as a flawed character in An Inspector Calls?

Write about:

· what Mr Birling says or does in the play
· how Priestley presents Mr Birling.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


	
· Context of pre-war confidence and class divisions
· Birling’s role as a representative of outdated Edwardian capitalism
· Dramatic irony in predictions about the Titanic and the prospect of war
· His ‘hard-headed’ philosophy of prioritising profit over the welfare of his workers
· His dismissal of Eva Smith for asking for fair wages
· His complete refusal to accept responsibility even after the revelations
· His concern with the possibility of a public scandal rather than his own morality
· His patronising attitude towards the younger Birlings
· Contrast with the Inspector’s moral authority
· His relief at the end showing he has learned nothing




















Q4	How does Priestley present the theme of generational conflict in An Inspector Calls?

Write about:

· some of the ideas about generational conflict that are shown in the play
· how Priestley presents ideas about generational conflict.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


	
· Context of pre-war versus post-war values and social change
· Sheila and Eric's genuine remorse contrasted with their parents' denial
· Birling and Mrs Birling’s inability to understand their children's moral growth
· The Inspector's greater emotional impact on the younger characters 
· Stage directions showing physical and emotional separation between generations
· Priestley's message of hope communicated through the younger generation
























Q5	Inspector Goole is a character who creates ‘an impression of massiveness, solidity and purposefulness’

	How far does Priestley present the character of Inspector Goole as a powerful figure?

Write about:

· what Inspector Goole says and does
· how far Priestley presents Inspector Goole as a powerful figure.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


	
· Context of post-war desire for social accountability and justice
· His dramatic entrance interrupting Birling's capitalist speech
· The lighting change upon his arrival from ‘pink and intimate’ to ‘brighter and harder’
· Control over the interrogation: "One line of inquiry at a time"
· His ability to expose the family's secrets and hypocrisy systematically
· Use of short, direct statements and authoritative language
· His resistance to attempts at intimidation
· The final speech functioning as a moral sermon
· The revelation that he may not be a real police inspector
· His mysterious knowledge and apparent omniscience about events
· Name ‘Goole’ suggestive of a supernatural or allegorical role
· His role as Priestley’s mouthpiece for socialist values
· 














Q6	How does Priestley use the character of Mrs Birling to present ideas about class prejudice? 

Write about:

· what Mrs Birling says and does
· how Priestley uses Mrs Birling to present ideas about class prejudice.


[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


	
· Context of rigid Edwardian class hierarchy and ‘deserving’ versus ‘undeserving’ poor
· Her condescending tone and patronising language
· Her role as chair of the Brumley Women's Charity Organisation
· Her refusal to help Eva Smith based on prejudice
· Her anger at Eva using the name ‘Mrs Birling’
· Her insistence that the father of Eva's child should take full responsibility
· Her attempt to maintain social respectability above morality
· Contrast with Sheila's empathy and moral development
· Her unchanging attitudes representing entrenched upper-class privilege

















