GCSE English Language Paper 2 Q5
 
You will be given a statement on an issue and asked to argue your view in a set form (e.g. a magazine article or a speech) for a set audience. The statement will typically lead you to agree, but there’s no reason why you can’t or shouldn’t disagree with it.

Before You Write

Spend at least a couple of minutes planning. Examiners put it plainly: ‘The generation of ideas must be the precursor to starting to write a response’ (November 2023). It’s better to go with 2-3 core ideas rather than six or seven. Depth beats breadth.

When You Write

Convincing answers take one clear view and follow it through. The strongest ‘took one perspective and followed it through to the end’ with less ‘flip flopping back and forth’ (November 2021).

· Find your own voice
· Write about what you know
· Don’t invent evidence that’s clearly fake
· Talk to your audience
· Remember that the right word is not always the long word
· Use literary devices with control
· Don’t rant

Structure

Every paragraph should push the same argument forward. Weaker answers take each part of the statement and give ‘a different point of view on each’, which breaks the argument apart (November 2020). Remember that quality beats quantity. Examiners can usually see the level ‘by the end of the first page’ (June 2024). Writing beyond three sides often repeats points and loses accuracy.

Openings: start with something specific like a moment in time or a direct challenge to the reader

Endings: circle back to your opening and finish with a clear call to action or memorable line

Links: go beyond ‘Firstly, Secondly’ to markers like ‘This is precisely why...’ and ‘Consider, too...’

Rough Plan	

1.    Hook: state your view, use a short anecdote or striking detail

2.    First point: a logical argument grounded in evidence and real detail, include a counter-argument

3.    Second point: an ethical argument framed around fairness and local community (etc.)

4.    Third point: an emotional response based on personal experience 

5.    Ending: echo the opening and include a call to action

Technical Accuracy

Top answers use ‘a wide variety of punctuation to support more complex grammatical structures’ and shape sentences ‘for effect (November 2021). Weaker ones show little sentence variety and miss out punctuation marks.

· Semi-colon: balance two linked points 		Cars offer freedom; buses offer a future

· Colon: emphasise a key point or idea 		The answer is simple: make buses cheaper

· Dashes: add a conversational aside		The council – to its credit – has listened

· Brackets: add a quiet aside				Fares (already high) rose again

· Exclamation mark: use rarely, once at most	Enough is enough!

· Rhetorical question: challenge the reader		Who, exactly, benefits from this?

Mix statements, questions, commands and short punchy lines; vary openings. Stay in control right to the end of your piece. In longer answers, examiners note that some students ‘struggled to maintain secure syntax over a number of pages’ (June 2024). Remember to proofread at the end.

Common Problems and Solutions

	Problems
	Solutions

	Flip-flopping between agreeing and disagreeing
	Take one clear view, use counter-arguments

	Pre-prepared templates with the topic slotted in
	Ignore TikTok promises of Grade 9 writing

	Clumsy use of ‘ambitious’ words
	Showing off rarely works; aim for precision 

	Made-up statistics and experts
	Use believable, specific examples

	Quotations from famous people
	Use your own words to make your point

	Use of subheadings, columns and drawings
	Use linked paragraphs and discourse markers 

	Copying ideas and phrases from the sources
	Use the sources as a ‘spark’ for your own ideas

	Very short or very long pieces
	Aim for 2-3 pages



Model Opening

The opening below should provide you with a fairly good idea of how to get your own writing started.

A typical Saturday afternoon in the centre of town. It’s packed with shoppers armed with multiple carrier bags from high street stores. Many of those bags will be filled with fashion items: jeans, t-shirts, hoodies, outfits for a party or a night out. But how many times will those garments be worn? And although they might have been a bargain that afternoon – what might be the real cost of that high street shopping trip? 

