AQA GCSE English Literature: Advice from the Chief Examiner
Paper 1 and Paper 2

Planning and Structure

· Start with a thesis statement: briefly outline of your argument/point of view
· Read the question carefully: identify the key theme/idea being asked about
· Plan for 2-3 minutes: think about direction and what you want to say before writing
· Avoid pre-prepared opening paragraphs: they don’t address the specific question
· Don’t follow rigid paragraph formulas: they limit the quality of your response

References and Quotations

· References don’t have to be quotations: you can refer to moments or paraphrase
· Well-selected words and phrases beat long quotations: be selective
· Pair references across the text: link moments to show development and contrast
· Know the text well through moments and key ideas: not through quotations alone
· You don’t need to memorise chunks of text: examiners know it’s a closed-book test

Writer’s Methods

· Methods: language, structure, characterisation, settings, motifs, symbolism, form
· Character as construct: discuss how they are presented/used, not just what they do
· Settings and atmosphere are valid methods: it’s not just language techniques
· Analyse structure: openings/endings, plot development, shifts in pace/scene
· Don’t just label techniques: never identify without explaining effect

Context and Ideas 

· Reduction needed in biographical/historical detail: this isn’t History
· Focus on the question’s key words: the context is in the question itself
· Connect texts to universal human experience: don’t just focus on historical periods
· Keep historical context succinct: a sentence or two, not paragraphs
· Writers’ ideas and intentions matter most: far more than historical facts
· Don’t bolt context onto paragraph ends: Integrate ideas naturally

What NOT to Do

· Write about texts separately in comparative questions: integrate throughout
· Don’t force multiple interpretations: avoid ‘it could mean this or it could mean that’
