AQA GCSE English Language: Advice from the Chief Examiner
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

Q1 (4 marks) – Tick Boxes

· Stay within the specified lines
· Check your answers before moving-on

Q2 (8 marks) – Analyse Language

· Zoom-in on single words and explore their connotations
· Ask: Why this word rather than another?
· Identify techniques, but don’t just ‘feature spot’
· Remember that explaining effects matters more than using terminology

Q3 (8 marks) – Analyse Structure

· Ask: Why this event and why here in the text?
· Track smaller structural shifts (not just beginning, middle, end)
· Explore the whole extract, not just the opening
· Be specific about effects and avoid vague comments
· Avoid vague comments like ‘engages the reader’ or ‘makes you want to read on’

Q4 (20 marks) – Evaluate a Statement

· Build on skills from Q2 and Q3 (i.e. discuss language and structure)
· Remember you can agree, disagree or take a balanced view
· Address the whole extract and note how perspectives/situations shift
· Write enough: answers are often too short

Q5 (40 marks) – Creative Writing

· Treat your response as a chapter or dramatic moment, not a complete story
· Focus on actions and physical descriptions that convey character
· Don’t rush, craft carefully
· Use any remaining time to proofread and improve
· Make your writing as legible as possible
· Avoid excessive amounts of direct speech
· Also avoid gory acts of violence or anything that smacks of a terrible movie
· Don’t recycle plot lines from the Literature texts
AQA GCSE English Language: Advice from the Chief Examiner
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

Q1 (4 marks) – True/False Statements

· Read all eight statements first
· Read the extract carefully and work through it chronologically
· Check your answers before moving-on

Q2 (8 marks) – Infer Differences

· Use the key word of the task (i.e. the focus) the subject of your sentences
· Make like-for-like comparisons
· Infer meaning from the details you select (e.g. This shows that..)

Q3 (12 marks) – Analyse Language

· Ask: why this word and not an alternative?
· Focus on effects, not just identifying techniques
· Zoom in on specific words and explore their connotations in detail
· Track language patterns across the passage
· Stay within the specified lines
· Avoid using over-elaborate terminology and analysing obscure devices

Q4 (16 marks) – Compare Feelings and Perspectives

· Compare both perspectives and methods
· Address the ‘what’ and the ‘how’ in equal measure
· Use precise vocabulary for identifying and discussing perspectives
· Analyse language, structure, tone and narrative perspective – not just language

Q5 (40 marks) – Extended Writing

· Plan carefully to sequence your points coherently
· Write less; craft more
· Use rhetorical devices naturally and with care
· Remember that clarity trumps complexity
· Proof-read at the end
· Avoid using fake statistics and spurious surveys
· Also avoid made-up experts and fictitious anecdotes
