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1 hour 45 minutes
80 Marks
50% of Qualification 

	Question
	Focus
	Marks 
	Time Allocation

	1
	List Four Things
	4
	5 mins

	2
	Language
	8
	15 mins

	3
	Structure
	8
	15 mins

	4
	Agree / Disagree
	20
	25 mins

	5
	Creative Writing
	40
	45 mins
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Think of this as two separate paragraphs
1. First: ‘The writer presents… / describes…’ and then gather evidence
2. Identify and explore a method: ‘The writer uses the word… / phrase… / technique… This has the effect of…’
3. Make an inference: ‘We learn from this… / This shows…’
4. Make an additional inference: ‘Furthermore… / Additionally… / Also…’
5. Repeat
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Think of this as three separate paragraphs (beginning, middle, end)
1. First: ‘At the beginning of the source, the focus is on…’
2. Make an inference: ‘This has the effect of… / This interests the reader because…’
3. Move through the source: ‘As the text progresses, the focus shifts to…’
4. Make an inference: ‘This has the effect of… / This interests the reader because…’
5. Make an additional inference: ‘Furthermore… / Additionally… / Also…’
6. Repeat
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Think of this as three separate paragraphs
1. First: ‘I agree with the student because… and then gather evidence
2. Identify and explore a method: ‘The writer uses the word… / phrase… / technique… This has the effect of…’
3. Make an inference: ‘We learn from this… / This shows…’
4. Make an additional inference: ‘Furthermore… / Additionally… / Also…’
5. Make a link with the student’s viewpoint: ‘This support’s the student’s view because…’
6. Repeat
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Think of this as two (and a half) pages of writing
1. First: Zoom-in on a ‘small’ bit of the image (e.g. the man’s eyes or his furrowed brow)
2. Next: Consider using a ‘flashback’ that will ‘frame’ the story to come
3. And then: Return to the image and go from there… 
2
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This must be what a prospector feels when, discouraged and bankrupt and ready to go
home, he takes off his boot and shakes out a nugget of gold the size of his fist. He read it
again, critically this time, marking off the paragraphs with notes in red. A hope, which at
first Mr Fisher had hardly dared to formulate, swelled in him and grew strong. He found
himself beginning to smile.

If anyone had asked him what Tibbet's story was about, Mr Fisher might have been hard
putto reply. There were themes he recognised, elements of plot which were vaguely
familiar: an adventure - a quest, a child, a man. But to explain Tibbet's story in these terms
was as meaningless as trying to describe  loved one’s face in terms of nose, eyes, mouth.
This was something new. Something entirely original.
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Read again the first part of the source, from lines 1 to 4.

List four things about Mr Fisher from this part of the source.
[4 marks]
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Indicative content; students may include:

he lived alone

he lived in a terraced house

he lived in a small house

he lived in the centre of town

he didn’t own a car

he did much of his weekend marking at school

he travelled home by bus

he took some books and papers home at the weekend to mark

Also credit:

he is a teacher

marking in the form room
marking after school

he worked in school

he does his marking
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02 Look in detail at this extract, from lines 9 to 15 of the source:

Mr Fisher remembered a time — surely, not so long ago — when books were golden, when
imaginations soared, when the world was filled with stories which ran like gazelles and
pounced like tigers and exploded like rockets, illuminating minds and hearts. He had seen it
happen; had seen whole classes swept away in the fever. In those days, there were
heroes; there were dragons and dinosaurs; there were space adventurers and soldiers of
fortune and giant apes. In those days, thought Mr Fisher, we dreamed in colour, though
films were in black and white, and good always triumphed in the end.

How does the writer use language here to convey Mr Fisher’s views on
books and stories of the past?

You could include the writer’s choice of:

* words and phrases
* language features and techniques

* sentence forms.
[8 marks]
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The writer uses the adjective ‘golden’ to suggest Mr
Fisher has a positive, glowing view of the books of
the past. He says they were full of stories which
‘ran like gazelles and pounced like tigers’. This
metaphor conveys that the stories carried you
along and were like fast moving animals, attacking
the reader’s imagination to make them gripped in
what they were reading. The writer then uses the
image ‘illuminating minds and hearts’, implying that
Mr Fisher thinks that in the past, these stories lit up
every part of the reader with enthusiasm.
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You now need to think about the whole of the source.

This text is from the beginning of a short story.

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

You could write about:

« what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source
« how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

« any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]
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After some background information about Mr Fisher
at the beginning of the source, the focus shifts to
his thoughts about teaching, and we learn how
difficult he finds it to engage his students in creative
writing. The middle section of the text starting ‘Mr
Fisher remembered a time’ switches to the past,
when ‘whole classes were swept away’ with
enthusiasm for reading, before then coming back to
the present time again. This flashback is important
structurally because it gives the reader a
comparison. At this point, we can see how Mr
Fisher thinks the past was so much better, which
therefore emphasises how bad teaching is for him
now.
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Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 25 to
the end.

A student said, ‘This part of the story, where Mr Fisher is marking homework,
shows Tibbet's story is better than Mr Fisher expected, and his reaction is
extreme.’

To what extent do you agree?
In your response, you could:

« consider your own impressions of what Mr Fisher expected Tibbet's
homework to be like
evaluate how the writer conveys Mr Fisher’s reaction to what he discovers
support your response with references to the text.
[20 marks]
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Mr Fisher says Tibbet wasn't a ‘brilliant scholar by
any means’, despite having a ‘spark in him’, so |
don’t think his expectations of Tibbet's homework
were high. He even ‘took a deep breath’ before he
started marking, which suggests he was dreading it
and maybe thought he was wasting his time. When
he reads the story, he discovers it's really good
because it's original, and he is surprised and
stunned. The writer conveys his extreme reaction
by varying the sentence length as Mr Fisher reads
the story. The short sharp sentence ‘His breathing
quickened, stopped, quickened again’ implies that
Mr Fisher is rushing through Tibbet's work as if in
disbelief. This is followed by a long, complex
sentence that includes ‘re-reading every word
slowly and with meticulous care’. This slows the
pace right down, suggesting Mr Fisher is now
taking his time to see if what he has found can
possibly be true.
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A magazine has asked for contributions for their creative writing section.

Either

Write a description of an old person as suggested by this picture:

or

Write a story about a time when things turned out unexpectedly.

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)
[40 marks]
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Source A s taken from the beginning of a short story written by Joanne Harris. Mr Fisher, a
teacher of English for forty years, works at St Oswald's Grammar School for Boys.

15

25

35

Mr Fisher lived alone in a small terraced house in the centre of town. He did not own a car,
and therefore preferred to do as much as he could of his weekend marking in the form room
after school. Even so, there were usually two or three stacks of books and papers to take
home on the bus.

Ithad been a disappointing term at St Oswald's. For most of the boys in 3F, creative
writing was on a par with country dancing and food technology. Oh, he'd tried to engage
their interest. But books just didn't seem to kindle the same enthusiasm as they had in the
old days.

Mr Fisher remembered a time — surely, not so long ago — when books were golden, when
imaginations soared, when the world was filled with stories which ran like gazelles and
pounced like tigers and exploded like rockets, iluminating minds and hearts. He had seen
it happen; had seen whole classes swept away in the fever. In those days, there were
heroes; there were dragons and dinosaurs; there were space adventurers and soldiers of
fortune and giant apes. In those days, thought Mr Fisher, we dreamed in colour, though
films were in black and white, and good always triumphed in the end.

Now everything was in black and white, and though Mr Fisher continued to teach with as
much devotion to duty s he had forty years before, he was secretly aware that his voice
had begun to lack conviction. To these boys, these sullen boys with their gelled hair and
perfect teeth, everything was boring. Shakespeare was boring. Dickens was boring.
There didn't seem to be a single story left in the world that they hadn't heard before. And
over the years, though he had tried to stop it a terrible disilusionment had crept over Mr
Fisher, who had once dreamed so fiercely of writing stories of his own. They had come to
the end of the seam, he understood. There were no more stories to be written. The magic
had run out.

This was an uncharacteristically gloomy train of thought, and Mr Fisher pushed it away.
Not all his boys lacked imagination. Alstair Tibbet, for instance, even though he had
‘obviously done part of his homework on the bus. An amiable boy, this Tibbet. Nota
brillant scholar by any means, but there was a spark in him which deserved attention.

Mr Fisher took a deep breath and looked down at Tibbet's exercise book, trying not to think
of the snow outside and the five o'clock bus he was now almost certain to miss. Four
books to go, he told himself; and then home; dinner; bed; the comforting small routine of a
winter weekend.

But, gradually sitting there in the warm classroom with the smell of chalk and floor polish in
his nostris, Mr Fisher began to experience a very strange sensation. It began as a
tightening in his diaphragm, as if a long unused muscle had been brought into action. His
breathing quickened, stopped, quickened again. He began to sweat. And when he
reached the end of the story, Mr Fisher put down his red pen and went back to the
beginning, re-reading every word very slowly and with meticulous care.





