Assessment Information
· Question 4 is always worth 20 marks. This means that it’s the highest tariff question in Section A. Proportionately, it’s worth 25% of marks of the paper and 12.5% of the total GCSE qualification. In short: it’s worth taking seriously.

· Question 4 is connected to AO4, which requires students to ‘evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references.’  The key word is ‘evaluate’.

· AQA advise students to spend around 20 minutes on their response. This should be enough time for them to make a least three substantive points. 

· A criticism from last year’s exam series was that student’s didn’t write enough. This could’ve been because of poor time management or as a result of limited engagement. Either way, it’s something that’s worth keeping in mind.
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Task Information 
· Students are provided with a statement about the source. The question will then guide them to a certain area of the text – usually the second part. Anything outside designated portion of the text should be ignored.

· Students will always be prompted by the words: ‘To what extent do you agree?’ They will also be provided with three bullet points to help frame their response. 
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· Students will need to evaluate the statement. Any analysis that falls beyond the relevant part of the text will not be rewarded.
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Task Requirements
· The focus of the ideas will be defined by the statement provided. Students need to fulfil three requirements. 

1. Students should explore the given statement. As such, it’s important that there’s a clarity on the command words.

2. They should evaluate the effects of the writer’s methods. This essentially means that they should evaluate how language and structural features have been used.

3. Students should support their response with textual references. It’s worth noting here that there is no explicit requirement to use quotations. Students may choose to paraphrase or make other textual references as appropriate.
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Structuring a Response
· Students need to ask themselves five questions: 

	
1. Do I agree or disagree?
2. Why do I agree or disagree?
3. What events or actions make me agree or disagree?
4. What methods has the writer used to convey these events or actions?
5. How do these methods influence my thinking?




· Students should begin their response by clearly expressing their view on the statement (i.e. through what’s now commonly called a ‘thesis statement’) and then provide a brief overview of their main points. They should then explore each point in turn.

· It might be helpful for students to follow or adapt a basic structure:

	
1. State your view: ‘I agree because...’ 
2. Gather evidence: ‘An important part of the text is…’
3. Identify a method: ‘The writer uses the word / phrase / technique…’
4. Make an inference: ‘We learn from this / This shows / This is significant…’
5. Make a link with the statement: ‘This supports the student’s view because…’




· It might also be helpful for students to know some common words and phrases:

	
1. Because / but / so 
2. Before / after / firstly / finally
3. Although / despite
4. Similarly / contrastingly
5. Furthermore / additionally
6. This shows…
7. Not only… but also…
8. Significant because…
9. As revealed by…







Advice
1. It’s important to balance the evaluation of ideas and methods in the question. It’s surprisingly easy to neglect the methods aspect of the task. This is something that AQA are keen to highlight.

2. Students should be clear when they explain why the methods used by the writer (i.e. language and structural features) have influenced their views on the statement.

3. Students should maintain a critical distance. This means that they should judge the ideas in the text in a way that is logical and detached.

4. Students can entirely agree or disagree with the statement, as long as their views are appropriately supported. Partial agreement or disagreement is also fine. However, this is harder to do and success can be achieved by adopting a less complex approach.

5. Brief responses are likely to inhibit students moving-up the levels in the mark scheme. This is something noted in the Report on the Exam from June 2023.

6. On a connected note, students should spend roughly 20 minutes on the task. As such, they should carefully manage their time on the other tasks in Section A.
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Level Skills Descriptors Indicative Standard
This indicative standard is not a model answer, nor a complete
response. Nor does it seek to exemplify any particular content.
Rather, it is an indication of the standard for the level.
Level 4 Shows perceptive and It would be easy to initially see the hyena’s wild
Perceptive, | detailed evaluation: behaviour as frightening but when you look at how it is
detailed * Develops a convincing described then it is definitely more amusing. The way
evaluation and critical response to that it ‘ran in circles’ would be intimidating if it was
the focus of the statement | circling its prey, but in fact it is just making itself
16-20 marks | ¢ Shows perceptive increasingly sick and confused, despite Pi remaining

understanding of writer's
methods

e Selects a range of
judicious textual detail

« Evaluates critically and in
detail the effect(s) on the
reader

frozen with fear. The writer uses the repeated circular
motion as a symbol for the hyena’s pointless
behaviour, as if it does not have a clue what it is doing.
This is made even more ridiculous by the repetition of
the onomatopoeic ‘yip’ noise that the animal makes.
While this going on ‘all morning’ would certainly be
annoying, it is hardly the noise of a ferocious predator
and the more you say the sound the more trivial it
actually becomes. The repetitive nature of both
movement and sound emphasises to the reader the
bizarre performance that Pi is forced to endure until the
sudden anti-climax removes any remaining sense of a
threat altogether.
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AO

AO1

identify and interpret explicit and implicit
information and ideas

select and synthesise evidence from
different texts

Common student errors

Selecting answers from outside of the
lines, often the passage selected for
Question 2.

Mis-spelling words that then changed the
meaning of the answer, eg hardly
attackers

AO2

Explain, comment on and analyse how
writers use language and structure to
achieve effects and influence readers, using
relevant subject terminology to support their
views

Using long phrases or whole sentences
for Question 2, negating the discussion of
the effects of individual words

Identifying the simile, ‘like the symptoms
of a skin disease’ but then stating that the
hyena had an actual disease

Forgetting to analyse any structural
features

Using structural features and references
but lacking confidence in exploring any
kind of comment about why the writer
had placed that event in that part of the
story.

AO4

Evaluate texts critically and support this with
appropriate textual references

Short answers which meant that the

discussion could only be short and the
ending of the extract was not included.
Less discussion of conceptual aspects
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AO1

Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.

Select and synthesise evidence from different texts.

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to
achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to
support their views.

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are
conveyed, across two or more texts.

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references.
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Source A

“This extract is from the middle of a novel. The narrator, a teenage boy called P, is in a large
liteboat in the Pacific Ocean. There are no people with him in the lifeboat but there are several
animals, including an orang-utan, a zebra and a hyena.

@

It was the hyena that worried me. | had not forgotten Father's words.
attack in packs whatever animal can be run down. They o for zebras, gnus and
water buffaioes, and not only the oid or the infim in a herd but ull-grown members
t0o. They are hardy attackers, ising up from buttings and kickings immediately,
never giving up for simple fack of will. And they are clever, anything that can be
distracted from its mother is good.

1 couid hear the hyena whining. | clung to the hope that a zebra, a familar prey,
and an orang-utan, an unfamiar one, would distract it from thougnts of me. | kept
one eye on the horizon, one eye on the other end of the lfeboat.

1am not one to hold a prejudice against any animal, but t s a plain fact that the
‘spotted hyena is not well served by its appearance. It is ugly beyond redemption.
Its shagay, coarse coat s a bungled mix of colours, with the spots having none of
the classy ostentation of a leopard's, they look rather like the symptoms of a skin
disease. The head is broad and too massive, with a high forehead, like that of a
bear, but suffering from a receding hairiine, and with ears that look ridiculously
‘mouse-like, large and round, when they haven't been tom off in battle. The mouth
s forever open and panting. The nostis are too big. The tail is scraggly and
unwagging. Al the parts put together look doglike, but ie no dog anyone would
wiant as a pet.

a5

‘When an animal decides to do something, it can do it for a very long time. Al
moming the hyena ran in circles going yip yip yip yip yip. Every time the hyena
paused at the stern bench, my heart jumped. And as much as | wanted to direct my
attention to the horizon, to where my salvation fay, it kept straying back to this
maniacal beast.

Things ended in typical hyena fashion. It stopped at the stem and started
producing deep groans intermupted by fts of heavy panting. | pushed myself away
on the oar till only the tips of my feet were holding on to the boat. The animal
hacked and coughed. Abruptly it vomited. A gush landed behind the zebra. The
hyena dropped into what it had just produced. It stayed there, shaking and whining
and tuming around on fiself, exploring the furthest confines of animal anguish. It
did not move from the restricted space for the rest of the day.

END OF SOURCE

2%

1 was hoping the hyena would stay under the tarpauin. | was disappointed. Nearly
immediately it leapt over the zebra and onto the stem bench. There it tumed on
itself a few times, whimpering and hesitating. | wondered what it was going to do
next. The answer came quickly: it brought its head low and ran around the zebra in
acircle, transforming the stem bench, the side benches and the cross bench just
beyond the tarpauiin into a twent foot indoor track_ It did one lap-two-three-
four-five-and onwards, non-stop, il 1 lost count. And the whole time, [ap after lap, it
wentyip yip yip yip yip in a high-pitched way.

My reaction, once again, was very siow. | was seized by fear and could only watch.
‘The beast was going at a good clip, and it was no small animal. The beating of ts
legs against the benches made the whole boat shake, and its claws were loudly
clicking on their surface. Each time it came from the stem | tensed. It was hair-
raising enougn to see the thing racing my way; worse stl was the fear that it would
keep going straight.

After a number of laps it stopped short at the stem bench and crouched, directing
its gaze downwards, to the space below the tarpauiin. It ifted it eyes and rested
them upon me. The look was nearty the typical look of a hyena — blank and frank,
jaw hanging open, big ears sticking up rigidly, eyes bright and black. | prepared for
my end. For nothing. It started running i cicles again.
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Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source|

from line 20 to the end.

A student said, “This part of the story, where the hyena behaves wildly, is funny rather
than frightening. The writer suggests that the hyena is actually no serious threat to Pi.”

To what extent do you agree?

In your response, you could:

e consider your impressions of how the hyena behaves
o evaluate how the writer presents the threat of the hyena to Pi
¢ support your response with references to the text.

[20 marks]




