Words for naming what a writer does and why

	1. Juxtapose

To place two contrasting things together to highlight difference

Dickens juxtaposes wealth and poverty to expose social inequality
	2. Connote

To imply a secondary meaning beyond the literal definition.

The word ‘storm’ connotes chaos and emotional turmoil
	3. Denote

To indicate the literal, primary meaning of a word or image

The flashing lights denote dangerous roads ahead

	4. Evoke

To call up an emotion, memory or sensation in the reader

The imagery evokes a profound sense of isolation
	5. Embody

To give concrete form to an abstract idea or quality

The character of Macbeth embodies unchecked ambition
	6. Epitomise

To be a perfect example of a quality or type

Scrooge epitomises Victorian greed and selfishness

	7. Subvert

To undermine or overturn an expected convention or idea

Owen subverts the idea that frontline combat is heroic
	8. Reinforce

To strengthen or support an idea through repetition or structure

The cyclical structure reinforces the theme of futility
	9. Portray

To present a character or idea in a particular way

Shakespeare portrays Iago as a consummate manipulator




Words for naming the emotional register of a text

	1. Ambivalence

The state of having mixed feelings about something

The narrator’s ambivalence towards home creates tension in the poem
	2. Cynicism

An attitude of distrust, especially towards motives

The speaker’s cynicism undercuts any sense of nostalgia
	3. Melancholy

A deep, pensive sadness or sorrow

A pervasive melancholy characterises Steinbeck’s depiction of the ranch

	4. Tension

A sense of unease, conflict, or suspense within the text

Priestley builds tension through the Inspector’s refusal to be intimidated
	5. Pathos

An appeal to the reader’s emotions, especially sadness

The description of Curley’s wife’s dreams generates considerable pathos
	6. Hubris

Excessive pride or confidence that leads to downfall

Macbeth’s hubris blinds him to the consequences of his actions

	7. Foreboding

A feeling that something bad is going to happen

The stormy weather creates a strong sense of foreboding
	8. Vulnerability

The quality of being open to emotional or physical harm

Priestley exposes the vulnerability of Sheila’s privileged life
	9. Disillusionment

A feeling of disappointment from failed expectations

George grows disillusioned with the American Dream







Words for making and developing a point

	1. Imply

To suggest something without stating it explicitly

The stage directions imply that Birling is oblivious to his flaws
	2. Assert

To state a point confidently and directly as true

Hardy asserts that fate governs human destiny
	3. Contend

To argue or maintain a position, often in the face of opposition

One might contend that Curley’s wife is the novel’s most tragic figure

	4. Challenge

To question or dispute an interpretation or assumption

Priestley challenges the audience’s comfortable assumptions
	5. Critique

To analyse something, noting strengths and weaknesses

The poem critiques patriarchal attitudes through voice
	6. Interrogate

To examine something very closely and critically

The play interrogates notions of class and responsibility

	7. Illuminate

To help clarify something by revealing hidden aspects

This stanza illuminates the speaker’s inner conflict
	8. Underpin

To support or form the basis of an argument or theme

A sense of regret underpins the entire poem
	9. Advocate

To publicly support or argue in favour of a cause or idea

Priestley advocates for social equality throughout the play




Words for signposting your points

	1. Nevertheless

Used to introduce a contrasting point to what has just been said

He appears confident; nevertheless, his actions betray deep insecurity
	2. Crucially

Signals that the following point is of central importance

Crucially, the shift in tense marks the speaker’s loss of hope
	3. Significantly

Draws attention to an important detail or turning point

Significantly, Macbeth is rewarded by Duncan after the battle

	4. Notably

Points out something particularly worthy of attention

Notably, the word ‘cold’ recurs throughout the extract
	5. Ultimately

Indicates a final or most important conclusion

Ultimately, the poem is a meditation on mortality
	6. Furthermore

Adds a point that builds on what came before

Furthermore, the use of enjambment mirrors the speaker’s breathlessness

	7. Consequently

Shows that something follows as a direct result

Consequently, the audience loses all sympathy for Macbeth
	8. Conversely

Introduces a contrasting idea or opposite point of view

Conversely, the character’s passivity is itself a form of power
	9. Moreover

Introduces a further, often stronger, point

Moreover, the fragmented syntax mirrors the speaker’s fractured mental state







Words for exploring how a text works

	1. Symbolise

To represent something else through an image or object

The green light symbolises Gatsby’s unattainable dreams
	2. Foreshadow

To hint at events that will occur later on

The witches’ opening lines foreshadow the disorder to come
	3. Echo

To repeat or mirror an earlier idea, image or word

This final image echoes the opening description of the sea

	4. Parallel

To draw a comparison between two similar things

Macbeth’s excessive ambition parallels that of Lady Macbeth
	5. Contrast

To show the differences between two things for effect

Dickens contrasts the poverty of the Cratchits with Scrooge’s wealth
	6. Shift

A change in tone, focus, perspective or mood

The volta marks a dramatic shift from celebration to grief

	7. Cyclical

Return to the start; a structure that ends where it began

The cyclical structure suggests the character has learned nothing
	8. Motif

A recurring element that carries symbolic meaning

The motif of darkness pervades the play, representing moral corruption
	9. Ambiguity

When more than one interpretation is possible

The poem’s ending is deliberately ambiguous, resisting a single reading




Words for linking two texts

	1. Whereas

Used to link two subjects that share a quality

Whereas Macbeth acts impulsively, Iago plans with cold precision
	2. Similarly 

Used to indicate a shared quality between two things

Similarly, both poets use the sonnet form to explore power
	3. Contrastingly 

Signals an opposing quality or effect

Contrastingly, the mood in the other room seems rather buoyant

	4. Both

Both writers use nature imagery to convey emotional instability

Both writers use nature imagery to convey emotional instability
	5. Equally

Something applies to two subjects to the same degree

Equally, the use of silence is a powerful tool in both texts
	6. Unlike

Introduces a contrast by emphasising difference

Unlike the other soldiers, Owen refuses to glorify sacrifice











