The Presentation of the Relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

Quick Wins

1. Write more than two pages
2. Ensure that writing makes sense when you read it back
3. Choose your words carefully (i.e. don’t rush!)
4. Explore similarities as well as differences between the characters
5. Analyse how language influences meaning
6. Explore staging and its intended effect
7. Bring everything back to the ‘big ideas’ of the play
8. Remember our pointers on style (e.g. not only... but also)

Vocabulary for Macbeth

	Valiant
	Ambitious
	Conflicted
	Ruthless
	Insecure
	Deceitful
	Arrogant

	Determined
	Hopeful
	Indecisive
	Remorseful
	Secretive
	Isolated
	Tyrannical



Vocabulary for Lady Macbeth

	Manipulative
	Ambitious
	Supportive
	Ruthless
	Anxious
	Obsessive
	Regretful

	Assertive 
	Scheming
	Controlling
	Impatient
	Distant
	Vulnerable
	Tormented



Target 1 – Include a greater sense of debate around what the characters say

Lady Macbeth accuses Macbeth of being cowardly and says, ‘screw your courage to the sticking-place’ – but that doesn’t necessarily mean he’s actually a coward. It’s up for debate. A better way forward is to describe him as a conflicted and indecisive character.

Target 2 – Explore the subtleties of characterisation in more depth

Lady Macbeth is manipulative and ruthless, but she’s also vulnerable. She concedes that she doesn’t have it in her to kill Duncan herself because he resembles her ‘father as he slept’ and, later on, she becomes increasingly concerned by Macbeth’s tyranny.

Target 3 – Be mindful of the complexities of gender identities

Lady Macbeth isn’t masculine nor she want to be a man. More delicate phrasing is required: Lady Macbeth is not a submissive character and she subverts the gender hierarchy of the time. She has a desire to transcend her role as a woman (‘unsex me here’) and refuses to conform to limiting social expectations.

Target 4 – Don’t forget that darkness (as well as blood and disturbed sleep) is also a recurring image

Both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth welcome the darkness, and the most terrible actions in the play take place at night. The witches themselves are also associated with darkness. In this sense, darkness in the play is important because it is connected to deceit, evil deeds and witchcraft. In contrast, truth and justice are associated with the light.
