Assessment

Read the following extract form Act 2 Scene 2 of Macbeth and then answer the question that follows.  At this point in the play, Macbeth has returned to Lady Macbeth after murdering Duncan.
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Starting with this extract, explain how you think Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt.

Write about:

· How Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt in the extract

· How Shakespeare presents ideas about guilt in the play as a whole
[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]
Points on the Extract

· Macbeth’s fragile, disturbed state of mind is event from his unwavering belief that he ‘hath murder’d sleep’
· Macbeth repeats ‘sleep no more’ three times to emphasise his desperation
· Lack of sleep and disturbed sleep reflect feelings of guilt and regret
· Initially, Lady Macbeth appears to be sympathetic towards Macbeth and calls her husband ‘worth thane’
· She suggests that ‘some water’ will literally cleanse the blood from his hands and metaphorically wash away the guilt
· Lady Macbeth’s frustration at Macbeth’s unwillingness to return the daggers leads her exclaim that he is ‘infirm of purpose!’
· The ‘knocking within’ builds dramatic tension and has the effect of prompting another feverish outburst form Macbeth
· He asks a series of rhetorical questions that reflect his irrational thoughts
· Macbeth believes that ‘all great Neptune’s ocean’ will be insufficient to remove the blood from his hands
· Blood is symbolic of violence and guilt

Links

· A3-S2: Macbeth grows increasingly paranoid about Banquo and exclaims that his ‘mind is full of scorpions’ 
· A3-S4: Macbeth hallucinates and shouts ‘let the earth hide thee!’ at Banquo’s ghost; Lady Macbeth says he lacks sleep
· A5-S1: The Doctor and Gentlewoman discuss Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking; she exclaims, ‘Out, damn spot! Out I say!’
· A5-S3: The Doctor informs Macbeth that Lady Macbeth is ‘troubled with ‘thick coming fancies’
· A5-S5: Seyton informs Macbeth that his wife is dead; Macbeth reflects on his own insignificance – ‘Life’s but a walking shadow’


Points to Remember

· Disturbed sleep and bloody hands and are symbolic of guilt
· In the immediate aftermath of the murder, Macbeth feels intensely guilty and is unable to think or behave rationally
· Lady Macbeth’s determination contrasts to Macbeth’s mental fragility
· Later in the play, as Macbeth becomes increasingly paranoid and murderous, Lady Macbeth succumbs to feelings of guilt


Extracts from Conjuring darkness in Macbeth, by John Mullan

Key scenes of the play are set at night, and even in many of the daytime scenes characters are aware of the fading of the light. The Witches who open the play agree that they will meet Macbeth ‘ere the set of sun’; Duncan arrives at Macbeth’s castle at evening; the First Murderer, instructed by Macbeth to kill Banquo and Fleance, notes how ‘The west yet glimmers with some streaks of day’. We often feel darkness coming, especially because both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth seem to invoke and invite it. They need darkness to do their worst.

Darkness may seem to become Macbeth’s element, but his wife, once the prime mover of their plots, comes to dread it. Watching her sleepwalking, her Gentlewoman tells the Doctor that ‘she has light by her continually, ’tis her command’. Once she called ‘Come, thick night, / And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell’; now she feels and fears ‘Hell is murky’. In her final scene before her death, Shakespeare shows how the horror of her deeds has possessed her, and does so by dramatising the most elemental and childlike of fears: fear of the dark.

Source: https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/conjuring-darkness-in-macbeth
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LADY MACBETH
What do you mean?
MACBETH

Still it cried 'Sleep no more!'to all the house
‘Glamis hath murderd sleep, and therefore Cawdor
Shall sleep no more; Macheth shall sleep no more.

LADY MACBETH

Who was it that thus cried? Why, worthy thane,
You do unbend your noble strength, to think

So brainsickly of things. Go get some water,
And wash this filthy witness from your hand.
Why did you bring these daggers from the place?
They must lie there: go carry them; and smear
The sleepy grooms with blood.

MACBETH

Tl go o more:
Tam afraid to think what I have done;
Look on't again I dare not.

LADY MACBETH

Infirm of purpose!
Give me the daggers: the slecping and the dead
Are but as pictures: s the eye of childhood
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed,

Tl gild the faces of the grooms withal;

For it must seem their guilt

Exit. Knocking within
MACBETH

Whence is that knocking?
How is't with me, when every noise appals me?
What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes.
Wil all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The mulfitudinous seas in incarnadine,

Making the green one red.

Re-enter LADY MACBETH




