	Retrieve two quotations that 
show Macbeth is courageous
	What does the word
‘enigmatic’ mean?
	What did James I believe
about witches and witchcraft?

	What is the 
Divine Right of Kings?
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Source: Introduction to The Players’ Shakespeare edition of Macbeth (Heinemann)
	Which event from 1605 has a parallel
with the rebellion against Duncan?

	How does Duncan 
‘honour’ Macbeth?
	Retrieve two quotations that 
show Macbeth is ‘conflicted’ 
	How does Macbeth’s ‘rightful position’ 
link to the Great Chain of Being?

	The Murderer announces that Banquo is dead, 
but what has happened to Fleance?
	What does the word
‘emblematic’ mean?
	What does the word
‘supplant’ mean?

	How does Macbeth initially react 
when he sees Banquo’s ghost in his seat?
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Source: Introduction to The Players’ Shakespeare edition of Macbeth (Heinemann)
	What is ‘ordered society’
a reference to?

	Find the line where Macbeth
says he will visit the Witches?
	Retrieve two quotations that
show Macbeth ‘boasts defiantly’
	What ‘knowledge’ do the 
Witches convey to Macbeth?



	How do Macbeth and Banquo describe
the appearance of the Witches in A1-S3?
	What does the word 
‘preoccupied’ mean?
	What supernatural powers do the witches 
claim to possess in lines 8-10 of A1-S3?

	In which year was 
Macbeth first performed?
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Source: Introduction to The RSA Shakespeare edition of Macbeth (Heinemann)
	Why might the play be set in 
Scotland (and not England)?

	Find the lines from A1-S3 where the witches say they will raise a storm to punish the sea-captain
	What is a rough translation
of the word ‘Demonology’?
	Why does the First Witch 
have a ‘pilot’s thumb’ in A1-S3?

	What does the word
‘compulsive’ mean?
	What reasons ‘against the deed’ (i.e. murdering Duncan) does Macbeth reflect upon in A1-S7?
	What does lack of sleep and 
disturbed sleep symbolise?

	Retrieve two quotations that show Macbeth
feels guilty after murdering Duncan
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Source: Introduction to The Players’ Shakespeare edition of Macbeth (Heinemann)
	What is ‘divine order’
a reference to?

	How does the word ‘sacrilegious’ 
link to the Divine Right of Kings?
	What does the word
‘lament’ mean?
	What does the word
‘debatable’ mean?



	At which point (or points) of the play do you think Macbeth’s ‘course of action is established’?
	Retrieve two quotations that 
show Macbeth is ambitious
	What ‘hints’ does Shakespeare 
provide the audience with?

	What ‘evil acts’ does 
Macbeth commit?
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Source: Introduction to The RSA Shakespeare edition of Macbeth (Heinemann)
	Who is ultimately responsible for making
sure Macbeth ‘pays for his crimes’? 

	In what ways is ‘justice’ finally 
done at the end of the play?
	Who does Macbeth eventually come 
‘face-to-face’ with and how does he react?
	Retrieve two quotations from scenes that
focus on Macbeth being brought to justice




	When did James I become King of England and 
what threats were there to his kingship?
	What ‘order’ did the 
Jacobeans believe in?
	What ‘unnatural’ events are reported in A2-S4 that suggest the divine order has been subverted?

	What does the word
‘divine’ mean?
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Source: Introduction to The RSA Shakespeare edition of Macbeth (Heinemann)
	In what ways is a monarch 
the ‘agent’ of God? 

	How are the Witches presented
in A1-S1 and A1-S3?
	Why does Lady Macbeth 
appeal to evil spirits in A1-S5?
	What are the parallels between the 
rebellious Thane of Cawdor and Macbeth?
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Once Macbeth’s courseof action is established
(committing a series of evil acts because his ambition has beep
stirred by the supernatural) Shakespeare hints to the audience
what Macbeth’s fate will be; who will be responsible for
making sure that he pays for his crimes. Most of the scenes in
the last two acts of the play are concerned with structuring the
action to bring Macbeth, eventually, face-to-face with the

means by which justice is finally done.
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Jacobeans believed that the whole universe had an order to it
which was decided by God. Anything unnatural was against this
divine order. Kings were God’s agents, so action against a king
was a crime against God. Satan had rebelled against God directly,
and he was responsible, through witches and evil spirits, for all
attacks on the divine order.
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The enigmatic words of the Witches, sworn to vengeance,
bode ill towards Macbeth before he appears. Yet the description
of his feats in battle in epic terms shows his greatness as a general,
his eourage, hardihood and success, and above all he is the pre-
server of his king and country from rebellion and foreign in-
vasion. His position in society is secure, he is loved and respected
by all, honoured and rewarded above others by his sovereign to
whom he gives allegiance. This is his rightful position under the
divinely appointed king. The prophecy of the Witches, enlarging
his pride in his success, arouses in his imagination evil poss1b1ht1es
or the recognition of an evil temptation, or even the freezing fear
of demoniac possession. He rejects the evil thought, but the

m has begun

S




image2.png
b A} his banquet the inversion of order and the unnaturalness he
has loosed overthrows him, the dead Banquo rises and occupies
Macbeth’s seat. The emblematic nature of this is clear, Banquo’s
spirit will ultimately supplant Macbeth, and Macbeth is unable
tojoin an ordered society, in fact he is cut off from it and can only
bring an ‘admired disorder’. He learns that he is vulnerable, and
in his fear and horror boasts defiantly. In desperation he visits the
Weird Sisters, determined to seek knowledge if not security even
at the cost of destroying all nature’s germens and the concord
of creation.
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During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603) the public
were increasingly preoccupied with witchcraft. In 1564 a law
came into force making murder by witchcraft punishable by
death, thus acknowledging witches and their supernatural powers.
It is estimated that in Scotland alone 8,000 witches were burned
to death between 1564 and 1603.

In 1604 an additional law was passed in Scotland, which
declared that anyone found guilty of practising witchcraft should
be executed. James I himself became personally involved with
witchcraft when he and his wife, Anne, were almost shipwrecked
on their return to Scotland from Denmark in 1590. In a notable
case, a Dr Fian and the Witchcs of Berwick’ were found guilty of
trying to kill them by

James I published a work on Wltchcra& Demonology, in 1597.
Although some people rebelled against this persecution, the belief
in witches was widespread and the execution of witches did not
cease until the end of the seventeenth century.
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Macbeth moves to the murder trance-like as if under some
compulsive force, aware of the nature of the deed, yet unable to
prevent himself doing it. Once done, Macbeth awakes to the
spiritual consequences to himself, which neither he nor his wife
had considered. He cannot pray, he has ‘murdered sleep’. His
guilt is universal, he has destroyed the divine-order, the ‘breach
in nature’, and let in chaos, ‘ruin’s wasteful entrance’, by his
sacrilegious destruction of the ‘Lord’s anointed temple’. Whether
his lament over Duncan is hypocritical and ironical, or whether
he really loved Duncan and spoke the truth is debatable. His
savage slaughter of the grooms may curiously be an attempt to
express in action this love, or again a wild silencing of their

mouths.




