  Compare the opening descriptions of Fred and Scrooge
· ‘The cold within him froze his old features’ (S1)
· ‘his face was ruddy and handsome’ (S1)
Consider:
1. At least two characteristics conveyed by the cold 
2. At least two characteristics conveyed by the warmth 

 Compare the presentation of Scrooge and Fezziwig as employers
· ‘Be here all the earlier next morning’ (S1)
· ‘The happiness he gives is quite as great as if it cost a fortune’ (S2)
Consider:
1. The reason why Scrooge insists on Bob arriving at work early after Christmas (S1)
2. How Dickens makes it clear that Fezziwig’s Christmas ball is a success (S2)

🩼  Compare the mood in the Cratchit household before and after Tiny Tim’s death
· ‘they were happy, grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time’ (S3)
· ‘The noisy little Cratchits were as still as statues’ (S4)
Consider:
· The significance of the Cratchits being happy despite not having a lot
· The effect of the ‘statues’ simile

🪦  Compare how Scrooge and Tiny Tim are remembered in death
· ‘He frightened every one away from him when he was alive, to profit us when he was dead!’ (S4)
· ‘we recollect how patient and how mild he was (S4)
Consider:
1. How the thieves justify the theft of Scrooge’s possessions
2. The reasons why Tiny Tim was considered to be ‘patient’ and ‘mild’

  Compare Scrooge’s presentation at the beginning and end of the novel
· ‘secret, and self-contained, and solitary as an oyster’ (S1)
· ‘Some people laughed to see the alteration in him’ (S5)
Consider:
1. The significance of the ‘oyster’ simile 
2. The nature of the ‘alteration’ in Scrooge and why people ‘laugh’ to see it
