English Language Paper 1 – Guidance on the Questions

	Q1
	· Read the statements carefully and double-check your answers

	Q2
	· Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 

· Write at least two full paragraphs

1. The writer uses the word / phrase / image to show…

2. This has the effect of… / This is significant because… / We learn from this…

	Q3
	· Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 

· Structure your answer around the beginning, middle and end

· Use these words: perspective, focus, shift, zoom-in / out, contrast, develop

1. At the beginning of the text, the writer focuses on / describes / shows…

2. The reason for this is… / This is important because… / This helps to develop…

3. As the text progresses, the focus shifts to…

4. At the end of the text, the focus is on…

	Q4
	· Agree with the statement unless you strongly disagree with it

· Don’t forget to analyse language

· Write at least three full paragraphs 

1. Firstly, I agree / disagree with the statement because…

2. The writer’s use of the word / phrase / image supports my view because…

3. Another reason I agree / disagree with the statement is...

4. As the text progresses, it is significant that…

5. Finally, it’s important to note that…

	Q5
	· Technical accuracy really matters

· Craft and don’t rush

· Write at least two full pages (plus a bit)

1. Vary the length and structure of your sentences

2. Avoid ‘fancy language’ and aim for precision instead

3. Selectively and sparingly use devices like rhetorical questions and ellipsis

4. Start by zooming-in on a small part of the image

5. Remember that the key to success is to ‘show’ and not tell
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	McB
	· Write about the extract first

· Make at least two links with other scenes from different acts

· 4 marks are awarded for the accuracy of your writing

· Write at least two full pages 

· Follow the What-How-Why model of analysis

1. What’s happening? / What’s being described? / What idea’s being explored?

2. How is it presented? / How is it described? / How is it explored?

3. Why is it important? / Why is it described in that way / Why does is it relevant?

· Analyse stagecraft: soliloquies, asides and sounds

· Analyse language: stormy weather, darkness, blood and disturbed sleep

· Remember: Macbeth is a tragic hero whose downfall is inevitable

· Remember: The play warns about the dangers of excessive ambition

· Remember: Macbeth’s suffering elicits strong emptions from the audience

· Remember: Shakespeare explores what it means to be a good and a bad king  

· Remember: There was a widespread belief that witches existed and were harmful

	ACC
	· Write about the extract first

· Make at least two links with moments from other staves

· Write at least two full pages 

· Follow the What-How-Why model of analysis

1. What’s happening? / What’s being described? / What idea’s being explored?

2. How is it presented? / How is it described? / How is it explored?

3. Why is it important? / Why is it described in that way / Why does is it relevant?

· Reference context: Dickens was writing when levels of poverty were high 

· Analyse language: Caricatures, contrasts, darkness, light, warmth and cold

· Remember: Dickens wanted to entertain and gently provoke his readers  

· Remember: Dickens emphasises the value of love and friendship

· Remember: The idea that poverty is the result of moral failure is contradicted

· Remember: The novel highlights the importance of kindness and generosity

· Remember: The change in Scrooge provides hope for wider social changes 
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For this question focus on the second part of the source, from line 20 to the end.

In this part of the source, where the hyena comes out from under the tarpaulin, it could be
seen as funny rather than threatening. The writer suggests that the hyena is actually no
serious threat to Pi.

To what extent do you agree and/or disagree with this statement?
In your response, you could:

o consider your impressions of how the hyena behaves

e comment on the methods the writer uses to present the hyena

* support your response with references to the text.
[20 marks]
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A wildlife magazine is running a creative writing competition.

Choose one of the options below for your entry.
Either

Write a description of a zoo or wildlife park from your imagination. You may choose to use
the picture provided for ideas.

or
Write the opening of a story about a human meeting an animal.
(24 marks for content and organisation

16 marks for technical accuracy)
[40 marks]
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Macbeth
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 5 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play Lady Macbeth is speaking. She has just received the news that
King Duncan will be spending the night at her castle.

The raven himself is hoarse
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
5 And fill me from the crown to the toe topfull
Of direst cruelty; make thick my blood,
Stop up th’access and passage to remorse
That no compunctious visitings of nature
Shake my fell purpose nor keep peace between
10 Th'effect and it. Come to my woman's breasts,
And take my milk for gall, you murd’ring ministers,
Wherever in your sightless substances
You wait on nature's mischief. Come, thick night,
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,
15 That my keen knife see not the wound it makes
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,
To cry ‘Hold, hold!’

Starting with this speech, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth
as a powerful woman.

Write about:

e how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this speech
e how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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OR

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract Scrooge is being introduced to the reader.

10

15

External heat and cold had little influence on Scrooge. No warmth could
warm, nor wintry weather chill him. No wind that blew was bitterer than he,
no falling snow was more intent upon its purpose, no pelting rain less open
to entreaty. Foul weather didn't know where to have him. The heaviest rain,
and snow, and hail, and sleet, could boast of the advantage over him in only
one respect. They often ‘came down’ handsomely, and Scrooge never did.

Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say, with gladsome looks, ‘My
dear Scrooge, how are you? When will you come to see me?’ No beggars
implored him to bestow a trifle, no children asked him what it was o’clock, no
man or woman ever once in all his life inquired the way to such and such a
place, of Scrooge. Even the blindmen's dogs appeared to know him; and
when they saw him coming on, would tug their owners into doorways and up
courts; and then would wag their tails as though they said, ‘No eye at all is
better than an evil eye, dark master!

But what did Scrooge care? It was the very thing he liked. To edge his
way along the crowded paths of life, warning all human sympathy to keep its
distance, was what the knowing ones call ‘nuts’ to Scrooge.

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present Scrooge as an outsider to society?

Write about:

how Dickens presents Scrooge in this extract
how Dickens presents Scrooge as an outsider to society in the novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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Read again the first part of the source, from lines 1 to 9.
Answer all parts of this question.

Choose one answer for each question.
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Look in detail at this extract, from lines 10 to 19 of the source:

How does the writer use language here to describe the hyena’s appearance?
You could include the writer's choice of:

e words and phrases
e language features and techniques

e sentence forms.
[8 marks]
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You now need to think about the structure of the source as a whole.
This text is from the middle of a novel.

How has the writer structured the text to create tension?




