Question 1  

4 marks --- 5 minutes --- MCQ

Multiple-choice questions require you to select the correct answer from three that are available. The two incorrect answers are designed to distract you, so you will need to pay close attention.

Before you answer

1. Read the allocated extract
2. Read the questions 

When you answer

1. Read the available answers carefully
2. Double-check your answers


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t scribble in the boxes
· Don’t tick more than one box for each question

· Don’t rush through this task
· Make sure you understand what each question requires of you





























Question 2

8 marks --- 12 minutes --- Language

Analysing language means that you need to focus on words, phrases and techniques and explore the effects they have on you as a reader. 

Before you write a response

1. Read the printed extract
2. Identify two or three short quotations to explore
3. Add light annotations

When you write a response

1. Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 
2. Use appropriate terminology: word, phrase, image, simile, metaphor, personification, contrast
3. Use the quotations you’ve identified as the basis for your response
4. Write at least two full paragraphs

Use and adapt these sentence stems

· The writer uses the word / phrase / image to show…
· This has the effect of… / This is significant because… / We learn from this…

Key Words 

· Connotation	Associations beyond a literal meaning (a snake has connotations of deceit)
· Imagery		Descriptive language that appeals to the senses
· Metaphor		A direct comparison (e.g. the world is a stage)
· Simile		A comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ (e.g. as cold as ice)
· Personification	Giving human qualities, feelings or actions to non-human things
· Tone		The overall attitude or mood
· Juxtaposition	Placing contrasting elements side by side to highlight their differences


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t write about language from outside the stated lines
· There is no requirement to cover all the bullet points (e.g. the one on sentence forms)
· Avoid generic comments (e.g. ‘it creates a picture in my head’)
· Avoid feature spotting without exploring the effect on the reader

· Zoom-in on single words and explore why they’ve been used
· Ask yourself: why this word and not another?
· Don’t write unnecessarily at length (i.e. don’t waffle)
· You are rewarded for depth of analysis (i.e. say more about less)
· Focus on the effects of the writer’s choice of specific words and phrases
· Remember that explaining effects matters more than using terminology





Question 3

8 marks --- 12 minutes --- Structure

Analysing structure means that you need to explore how the source is organised. This includes shifts, movements and progressions from the beginning through to the end. 

Before you write a response

1. Skim the whole source again
2. Mark points of transition roughly in-line with the beginning, middle and end

When you write a response

1. Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 
2. Use appropriate terminology: perspective, focus, shift, zoom-in / out, contrast, develop
3. Loosely base your response around the beginning, middle and end of the source
Use and adapt these sentence stems

· At the beginning of the text, the writer focuses on / describes / shows…
· The reason for this is… / This is important because… / This helps to develop…
· As the text progresses, the focus shifts to…
· At the end of the text, the focus is on…

Analysing Structure

· Structure		The way a text is organised from beginning to end
· Foreshadowing	Hints given early in a text of events that will happen later
· Non-linear		A text that does not follow a chronological order (e.g. may use flashbacks)
· Cyclical		When a text ends by returning to the same setting, idea or image
· Flashback		The narrative temporarily moves back in time to reveal past events
· Shift		When the writer deliberately moves the reader’s attention 
· Perspective		A change in the narrative point of view or focus within a text
· Zoom-in		The writer moves from a wide view to a close focus on a specific detail
· Zoom-out		The writer begins with a tight focus and gradually widens the perspective

	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t write about the effects of language
· Avoid simply retelling the story
· Don’t be constrained by writing only about the beginning, middle and end

· Focus on the whole text rather than just part of it
· Think: what am I being shown and why?
· Track smaller or more subtle structural shifts
· Identify structural patterns that develop plot and characterisation





Question 4

20 marks --- 20 minutes --- Evaluation

Evaluation is a skill that requires you to reflect on information critically and support your views with appropriate textual references. 

Before you write a response

1. Skim read the second part of the source
2. Form a view on the statement
3. Identify three short quotations that support your view
4. Add light annotations

When you write a response

1. Refer to the statement in each of your points 
2. Analyse language as part of each point
3. Write at least three full paragraphs

Use and adapt these sentence stems

· Firstly, I agree / disagree with the statement because…
· The writer’s use of the word / phrase / image supports my view because…
· Another reason I agree / disagree with the statement is...
· As the text progresses, it is significant that…
· Finally, it’s important to note that…

	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t go beyond the stated lines
· Some answers are too short (remember this task is worth 20 marks)
· Avoid ‘flip-flopping’ between agreement and disagreement

· Build on skills from Q2 and Q3 (i.e. discuss language and structure)
· Make sure your points are firmly rooted in the text
· Track how situation and perspectives shift









· When you look at the past papers, note that the second bullet-point on Q4 will be ‘comment on’ rather than ‘evaluate’ in the exam
Question 5

40 marks --- 45 minutes --- Creative Writing

This part of the exam tests your ability to communicate clearly and to write with accuracy. It’s important that you craft your writing rather than rushing to get the task done. 

Before you write a response

1. Pick a task (don’t do both!)
2. Create a brief plan

When you write a response

1. Aim for precision in your vocabulary choices
2. Vary the structure of your sentences
3. Use paragraphs and ensure they are coherently linked
4. Write at least two full pages
5. Ensure that your writing is legible


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Avoid excessive amounts of direct speech
· Don’t include gory scenes of violence
· Don’t use plots from films or games

· Remember you don’t have to write a complete story
· You can treat your response as a dramatic moment or a single chapter
· Save time at the end of the exam to proof-read your work
· Varying the structure of your sentences is very important 
























