Question 1  

4 marks --- 5 minutes --- T/F Statements 

You are given eight statements on the opening of Source A. You need to identify the four statements that are true. Pay close attention to detail because it’s surprisingly easy to make a mistake.

Before you answer

1. Read the allocated extract
2. Read the statements 

When you answer

1. Tick the correct boxes
2. Double-check your answers


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t scribble in the boxes
· Don’t tick more than four boxes

· Don’t rush through this task
· Make sure you understand what each statement says





























Question 2

8 marks --- 12 minutes --- Infer Similarities or Differences

To infer something means that you form an evidence-based judgement on a specific area. This task requires you to make inferences on either similarities or differences between the sources.

Before you write a response

1. Be clear on the focus of the task (i.e. similarities or differences)
2. Read both sources carefully with key word/s in mind
3. Identify two or three short quotations in each source to explore
4. Add light annotations

When you write a response

1. Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 
2. Use the quotations you’ve identified as the basis for your response
3. Write at least two full paragraphs

Use and adapt these sentence stems

· In Source A, we learn that... This is shown through...
· Contrastingly / similarly, we learn in Source B that... This is significant because …


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t simply retell what happens in each source
· Don’t analyse language

· Read the sources carefully and with the key word/s in mind (don’t rush!)
· Give yourself permission to re-read sections that are unclear
· Make like-for-like comparisons
· Use supporting evidence from the sources
· Remember that you are rewarded for the quality and depth of your inferences














Question 3

12 marks --- 15 minutes --- Language

Analysing language means that you need to focus on words, phrases and techniques and explore the effects they have on you as a reader. 

Before you write a response

1. Return to Source A and read the extract
2. Identify two or three short quotations to explore
3. Add light annotations

When you write a response

1. Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 
2. Use appropriate terminology: word, phrase, image, simile, metaphor, personification, contrast
3. Use the quotations you’ve identified as the basis for your response
4. Write at least three full paragraphs

Use and adapt these sentence stems

· The writer uses the word / phrase / image to show…
· This has the effect of… / This is significant because… / We learn from this…

Key Words 

· Connotation	Associations beyond a literal meaning (a snake has connotations of deceit)
· Imagery		Descriptive language that appeals to the senses
· Metaphor		A direct comparison (e.g. the world is a stage)
· Simile		A comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ (e.g. as cold as ice)
· Personification	Giving human qualities, feelings or actions to non-human things
· Tone		The overall attitude or mood
· Juxtaposition	Placing contrasting elements side by side to highlight their differences


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Don’t write about language from outside the stated lines
· There is no requirement to cover all the bullet points (e.g. the one on sentence forms)
· Avoid generic comments (e.g. ‘it creates a picture in my head’)
· Avoid feature spotting without exploring the effect on the reader

· Zoom-in on single words and explore why they’ve been used
· Ask yourself: why this word and not another?
· Don’t write unnecessarily at length (i.e. don’t waffle)
· You are rewarded for depth of analysis (i.e. say more about less)
· Focus on the effects of the writer’s choice of specific words and phrases
· Remember that explaining effects matters more than using terminology





Question 4

16 marks --- 18 minutes --- Comparison

Think of the question as a combination of Q2 and Q3 in the sense that you have to compare the sources with a specific focus in mind and comment on the methods used by both writers.

Before you write a response

1. Be clear on the focus of the task (i.e. similarities or differences)
2. Skim-read the sources if you need to or think it will help
3. Identify two or three short quotations in each source to explore
4. Add light annotations

When you write a response

1. Use the key word/s of the question in each of your points 
2. Use the quotations you’ve identified as the basis for your response
3. Use appropriate terminology: word, phrase, image, simile, metaphor, personification, contrast
4. Write at least three full paragraphs

Use and adapt these sentence stems

· In Source A, one of the writer’s main thoughts / perspectives is... 
· The writer uses the word / phrase / image to show... This has the effect of...
· In contrast / similarly, the writer of Source B feels... This is demonstrated through...
· The writer uses the word / phrase / image to show... This has the effect of...
· A further difference / similarity between the writers’ thoughts / perspectives is…

	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Some answers are too short (remember this task is worth 16 marks)
· Respond directly to the focus of the task rather than repeating content from Q2
· A lack of comment on writers’ methods (i.e. language) will likely restrict marks to Level 2
· Avoid making generalised or unsupported comments 

· Build on skills from Q2 and Q3
· Make sure your points are firmly rooted in the sources
· Track how attitudes and perspectives shift








· When you look at the past papers, note that the second bullet-point on Q4 will be ‘comment on’ rather than ‘compare’ in the exam
Question 5

40 marks --- 45 minutes --- Transactional Writing

This part of the exam tests your ability to communicate clearly and to write with accuracy. It’s important that you craft your writing rather than rushing to get the task done. 

Before you write a response

1. Read the statement carefully
2. Create a brief plan

When you write a response

1. Aim for precision in your vocabulary choices
2. Vary the structure of your sentences
3. Use paragraphs and ensure they are coherently linked
4. Write at least two full pages
5. Ensure that your writing is legible


	
Advice from the Chief Examiner

· Avoid using facts and statistics that are obviously false
· Avoid using anecdotes that are clearly fictitious

· It’s usually better to adopt a specific stance on the statement
· Sequence your points coherently
· Use rhetorical devices naturally and with care
· Remember that clarity always trumps complexity
· Varying the structure of your sentences is very important 
· Proof-reading at the end is also very important 







