Ozymandias

A traveller describes the ruins of a once-great statue in the desert, bearing an inscription that ironically proclaims the power of ‘Ozymandias, King of Kings’. The poem explores the inevitable decay of human power and the futility of tyranny against the ravages of time.

	[bookmark: _Hlk221100890]
1. Reflects Romantic suspicions of tranny
2. Shelley had strong political views: opposed monarchy, backed individual liberty
3. Sonnet form subverted: reflects breakdown of power structures
4. Published shortly after Napoleon’s defeat: commentary on fleeting empires




	
· My Last Duchess: Arrogant speakers who abuses their power
· The Prelude: The power of the natural world
· Tissue: Impermanence and fragility of human structures




………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

London

Blake walks through the streets of London, observing suffering in every face and hearing ‘mind-forg’d manacles’ in every cry. The poem is a criticism of social, political and religious institutions that create and perpetuate human misery. Blake presents a vision of urban hell created by corruption and oppressive power structures.


	
1. Written during Industrial Revolution: rapid urbanisation and poverty
2. Blake’s radicalism: supported French Revolution, opposed monarchy and Church
3. ‘Chartered’ reflects contemporary enclosure acts: privatisation of common land
4. Child labour, prostitution and disease were rampant in 1790s London




	
· The Prelude: Contrast between the natural world and the urban environment
· The Émigrée: Contrasting cityscapes
· Checking Out Me History: Critique of institutional control



The Prelude

An autobiographical poem about Wordsworth’s childhood. He steals a boat and rows out onto the lake, but the appearance of a ‘craggy’ peak terrifies him and haunts his dreams afterwards. The poem explores the power of nature and the concept of the Sublime: awe mixed with terror when confronted by vast natural forces.

	
1. Romantic poetry: emphasis on emotion, imagination, nature and childhood
2. Wordsworth’s theory that childhood experiences shape adult consciousness
3. The Sublime: awe mixed with terror when confronting vast natural forces
4. Published posthumously; written during youth, revised throughout life




	
· Ozymandias: The power of the natural world
· Exposure: Nature as a hostile force
· Storm on the Island: Nature as a hostile force




………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

My Last Duchess

The Duke of Ferrara shows an emissary a portrait of his late wife while negotiating his next marriage. Through his monologue, he reveals his controlling, murderous nature. He implies that had his wife killed for being too friendly and appreciative of others. The dramatic monologue exposes the psychology of jealousy and possessiveness.

	
1. Based on Alfonso II, Duke of Ferrara, whose young wife died suspiciously
2. Dramatic monologue: Victorian form allowing psychological exploration
3. Reflects Victorian anxieties about women’s autonomy and sexuality
4. Art and collecting as displays of wealth and power in Renaissance courts




	
· Ozymandias: Arrogant speakers who abuse their power
· London: Abuse of institutional power (i.e. as opposed to individual power)
· Checking Out Me History: The speaker resists to attempts to control




The Charge of the Light Brigade

Tennyson commemorates the disastrous cavalry charge at Balaclava (1854) during the Crimean War where British light cavalry charged Russian artillery due to a miscommunication, resulting in massive casualties. The poem celebrates the soldiers’ bravery while subtly questioning the leadership that sent them to certain death.

	
1. Written weeks after the battle; published in newspapers 
2. Victorian hero-worship and militarism: Empire at its height
3. Tennyson was Poet Laureate: expected to commemorate national events
4. Divided later opinions: WWI poets like Owen rejected its glorification of war




	
· Exposure: Suffering through inaction rather than action 
· Bayonet Charge: Chaos on the battlefield and the reframing of heroism
· Remains: Contrast lasting trauma contrasts with immediate commemoration 




………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Exposure

Owen presents soldiers in WWI trenches waiting during a night of freezing weather. Nothing happens – no battle occurs – yet men die from the cold. The poem reveals how weather, not enemy fire, is the real killer, and questions what the soldiers are fighting for. Owen presents a vision of war as futile, critiquing the propaganda that sent men to die.


	
1. Owen served in WWI; experienced trench warfare firsthand; suffered shell shock
2. Challenges Romantic war poetry (like Tennyson’s) and government propaganda
3. Trench warfare: static, muddy, cold; psychological warfare as much as physical
4. ‘Exposure’ = both to weather and to truth about war




	
· The Prelude: Contrast between the natural world and the urban environment
· The Émigrée: Contrasting cityscapes
· Checking Out Me History: Critique of institutional control




Storm on the Island

An island community prepares for and endures a storm. Heaney depicts their collective resilience, but also their fear as the storm attacks their cottages. The poem explores humanity’s vulnerability to nature’s power, the psychology of anticipating danger and, perhaps allegorically, addresses political violence in Northern Ireland. 

	
1. Heaney grew up in rural Northern Ireland during ‘The Troubles’
2. Island = Ireland? 
3. Storm = political violence?
4. Literal level: Atlantic storms battering the island of Ireland




	
· Exposure: Nature as a hostile force 
· The Prelude: Nature’s power over humans
· Bayonet Charge: Both poems use military imagery 




………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Bayonet Charge

A soldier in WWI charges across No Man’s Land in a moment of terror and confusion. The poem captures a single traumatic experience, freezing it in horrifying detail. Hughes strips away patriotic justification, showing war as nightmarish, dehumanising, instinctual panic. Ultimately, the soldier continues running toward probable death.


	
1. Hughes’s father served in WWI; rarely spoke of it
2. Influenced by Owen and Sassoon, but more surreal, nightmarish
3. A shift in war poetry from Owen’s protest to exploring trauma/psychology
4. Cold War context (1957) – constant threat of nuclear war, questioning of heroism




	
· Exposure: Emphasises the futility of war
· The Émigrée: Explore the psychological impact of war (i.e. during and after)
· Charge of the Light Brigade: collective heroism contrasts with individual terror 




Remains

A soldier recounts shooting a looter in Iraq, then being haunted by the memory. The poem explores PTSD, guilt and the inability to escape traumatic memories. Armitage uses colloquial language and ambiguity about whether the man was armed, raising moral questions about military action and the psychological cost of killing, even in war.

	
1. Based on interviews with soldiers returning from Iraq/Afghanistan conflicts
2. Part of ‘The Not Dead’ documentary project about PTSD in veterans
3. Contemporary warfare: different from WWI/II; civilian casualties, moral ambiguity
4. Public awareness of PTSD growing in 2000s; ending stigma around mental health




	
· Exposure: The psychological suffering of soldiers 
· Bayonet Charge: Individual soldiers in crisis 
· War Photographer: Witnessing/participating in violence; inability to forget
· 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Poppies

A mother describes her son leaving for war. She recalls placing a poppy on his blazer, watching him leave, then visiting the war memorial. The poem explores maternal grief, loss of childhood and the homefront experience of conflict. Through domestic imagery and a fragmented structure, Weir captures the emotions of those left behind.


	
1. Written for ‘Exit Wounds’ anthology: responses to Iraq/Afghanistan conflicts 
2. Armistice Day/Remembrance Sunday context: poppies as symbol of war dead 
3. Perspective: woman, civilian, mother - voices rarely represented in war poetry 
4. Contemporary conflicts: long deployments, media coverage, waiting for news 




	
· Remains: A soldier’s trauma compared to a civilian’s grief
· War Photographer: Civilian response to conflict
· Kamikaze: Exploration of family/war intersection 




War Photographer

A war photographer develops his photos in a darkroom, remembering the conflicts he’s documented. The poem explores the ethical complexities of witnessing suffering, the desensitisation of audiences to atrocity, and the photographer’s isolation between two worlds – war zones and comfortable, safe Britain.

	
1. Inspired by friendship with war photographer Don McCullin
2. Ethical questions: Is photographing suffering exploitative? Voyeuristic?
3. Religious imagery throughout: war as religious crisis, darkroom as confessional
4. Duffy’s interest in dramatic monologues and marginalized voices




	
· Exposure: Both question war’s purpose
· Remains: Both explore witnessing/participating in killing
· Poppies: Both explore civilian responses to war
· 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Tissue

Dharker explores paper as metaphor for life’s fragility and impermanence. From religious scripture to maps to receipts, paper holds what we value yet is easily torn. The poem moves toward suggesting human bodies themselves are tissue-like – temporary, light-filled, beautiful in their impermanence.

	
1. Written for ‘Exit Wounds’ anthology: responses to Iraq/Afghanistan conflicts 
2. Armistice Day/Remembrance Sunday context: poppies as symbol of war dead 
3. Perspective: woman, civilian, mother - voices rarely represented in war poetry 
4. Contemporary conflicts: long deployments, media coverage, waiting for news 




	
· Checking Out Me History: Both question what we value/record
· War Photographer: Light: Duffy darkroom (horror), Dharker sunlight (truth)
· London: Both consider what controls humans and human behaviour




The Émigrée

An émigrée (female exile) remembers the city she left as a child. Despite news of its fall into tyranny or war, her memory remains idealised – ‘sunlight-clear’. The poem explores how memory preserves and distorts, how exile creates permanent loss, and how identity connects to place. The ambiguity about the city’s location makes it universal.

	
1. Written during Yugoslav Wars (1991-95): mass displacement, ethnic cleansing
2. Reflects broader refugee experience: Cold War, colonialism’s displaced peoples
3. Rumens particularly interested in Central and Eastern Europe
4. Politics: totalitarian regimes control history; personal memory is resistance




	
· Checking Out Me History: Connection between what’s remembered and identity
· Kamikaze: Both explore exile/alienation from community
· Poppies: Exploration of loss and memory
· 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Checking Out Me History

The speaker, using Caribbean creole, protests how colonial education taught him British history whilst excluding Black and Caribbean history (L’Ouverture, Seacole, Nanny de Maroon). He reclaims his heritage by asserting he will ‘check out’ his own history. The poem challenges who controls historical narratives and cultural identity.

	
1. Agard born in Guyana (British colony until 1966); moved to the UK in 1977
2. Education system Eurocentric; Empire history glorified, colonised peoples erased
3. Identity: Navigating between Caribbean heritage and British upbringing
4. Creole is an oral tradition; British education privileged written Standard English




	
· London: Criticism of institutional control
· Tissue: Debate over what is valued and recorded
· Ozymandias: Both consider power and legacy




Kamikaze

A daughter recounts how her father, a kamikaze pilot in WWII, turned back from his suicide mission. Upon return, his family and community treated him as if dead – he was shunned and never spoken to again. The poem explores the conflict between duty and survival and how societies punish those who transgress codes of honour.

	
1. Kamikaze pilots in WWII Japan: pilots expected to crash into enemy ships
2. Bushido code: Samurai honour culture; death preferable to surrender/failure
3. Post-war Japan: shame culture; intense social pressure for conformity
4. Father/daughter relationship: she learns his story through silence, absence




	
· Charge of the Light Brigade: Duty vs death 
· Remains: Both deal with aftermath of military action
· Poppies: Relationships affected by war






