SPaG Check-Up 1
Accuracy for AO6  ·  AQA GCSE English Language, Question 5

	1   Sentence demarcation      Tick the correct sentences. Fix the others.
	a	I knocked on the door, nobody answered.
	☐

	b	I knocked on the door, but nobody answered.
	☐

	c	When the bell rang, everyone rushed outside.
	☐

	d	Mia ran to the station her train had already left.
	☐

	e	The house was silent, it felt abandoned.
	☐

	f	The film was long, therefore we left early.
	☐






	2   Apostrophes      Use apostrophes for omission and possession.
a	Add the 6 missing apostrophes.
Its been a long week. Toms bike was stolen from outside the school gates, and the teachers car park cameras didnt catch the thief. Hes furious, but the police say theyll look into it.
b	Tick the one correct sentence. There are several players.
☐   The player’s boots were covered in mud.
☐   The players’ boots were covered in mud.
☐   The players boots were covered in mud.
☐   The player’s’ boots were covered in mud.



	3   Homophones and spelling      Circle the correct word or spelling.
a	Circle the correct word in each sentence.
1	(Whose / Who’s) turn is it to choose?
2	The noise didn’t (affect / effect) her concentration.
3	The storm had a huge (affect / effect) on the town.
4	I would (of / have) helped if you’d asked.
5	(Your / You’re) going to love this.
6	The wind was (to / too / two) strong to walk in.
b	Circle the correct spelling in each pair.
	1	definitely / definately
	4	embarrass / embarass

	2	seperate / separate
	5	ocasionally / occasionally

	3	neccessary / necessary
	6	disappointed / dissapointed





SPaG Check-Up 1
Accuracy for AO6  ·  AQA GCSE English Language, Question 5

	4   Standard English      Tick the correct sentences. Fix the others.
	a	The team was ready for the final.
	☐

	b	We was waiting for ages.
	☐

	c	Me and Sam are going to the match.
	☐

	d	There’s lots of reasons to stay.
	☐

	e	I should have checked my answers.
	☐

	f	Less people came than last year.
	☐






	5   Semicolons, colons and dashes      Use each mark to link ideas accurately.
a	Tick the one sentence that uses a semicolon correctly.
☐   The storm grew louder; the windows began to rattle.
☐   The storm grew louder; because the wind had changed.
☐   The storm; grew louder as the night went on.
☐   As the storm grew louder; the windows began to rattle.
b	Tick the one sentence that uses a colon correctly.
☐   She had: one goal, to escape before dawn.
☐   She wanted to: escape before dawn.
☐   She had one goal: to escape before dawn.
☐   She had one goal to escape: before dawn.
c	Join these sentences in two ways: The house was empty. Everyone had gone.
Semicolon 	
Dash 	



	6   Proofread like an examiner      Correct the 8 errors in this paragraph.
The beach was deserted, the only sound was the waves. I walked slowly along the shore, my boot’s sinking into the wet sand. Their was a boat in the distance it’s sail torn and grey. I couldnt remember feeling so alone, it was as if the world had dissapeared.
	Explain one correction.
	
	



Final check: ☐ full stops  ☐ apostrophes  ☐ homophones  ☐ spelling  ☐ Standard English  ☐ sentence variety  ☐ ; : –  
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SPaG Check-Up 2
Accuracy for AO6  ·  AQA GCSE English Language, Question 5

	1   Spot the comma splice      Tick the correct sentences. Fix the others.
	a	The rain stopped, we went outside.
	☐

	b	The rain stopped, so we went outside.
	☐

	c	Although the rain had stopped, the path was still flooded.
	☐

	d	The path was flooded we had to turn back.
	☐

	e	My brother, who hates the cold, refused to come.
	☐

	f	It was late, however we kept walking.
	☐

	g	Before the lesson began, the teacher handed out the tests.
	☐






	2   Apostrophes: omission and possession      Add the missing apostrophes.
a	Each sentence needs one or two apostrophes.
1	Its clear the dog has hurt its paw.
2	The womens changing room is closed.
3	Weve left the twins coats in the car.
4	Shed have come if shed known.
5	The bosss decision affected everyones plans.
6	In the 1960s, Jamess grandad ran a shop.
b	Write one sentence with an apostrophe for omission and one for possession.
	



	3   Commonly misspelt words      Circle the correct spelling in each pair.
	1	accommodation / accomodation
	5	beautiful / beatiful

	2	recieve / receive
	6	rythm / rhythm

	3	tomorrow / tommorow
	7	concious / conscious

	4	arguement / argument
	8	possession / posession

	9	persuade / pursuade
	10	guarentee / guarantee


	Write a memory trick for one word you find tricky.
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	4   Simple, compound or complex?      Label each sentence.
1	Beneath the old bridge, a heron waited patiently.  	
2	The wind howled and the shutters banged.  	
3	As the wind howled, the shutters banged.  	
4	The tall, silent figure in the doorway raised one hand.  	
5	She ran, but the dog was faster.  	
6	The dog, which had been asleep, leapt up.  	
7	Exhausted after the race, she collapsed onto the grass.  	
8	The match was cancelled because the pitch had flooded.  	
	Write a complex sentence about the sea that starts with a subordinate clause.
	



	5   Fix it three ways      Rewrite the comma splice correctly.
a	Fix this sentence in three ways: The bus was late, I missed the start of the exam.
Full stop 	
Conjunction 	
Semicolon 	
b	Add a subordinate clause and a comma to the start: … the crowd fell silent.
	
c	Fix this run-on sentence: The lights went out nobody moved.
	
d	Explain which of your three versions in part a works best, and why.
	



	6   Proofread like an examiner      Correct the 8 errors in this paragraph.
Tommorow is the first match of the season, I cant wait. Our coach says were ready, but I’m not so sure. Last year we lost every game this year, the team has a new rythm and I’m determined to recieve a medal. It would be a beatiful way to end the year.
	Explain one correction.
	
	



Final check: ☐ full stops  ☐ apostrophes  ☐ homophones  ☐ spelling  ☐ Standard English  ☐ sentence variety  ☐ ; : –  
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	1   Commas in lists and after openers      Add the missing commas.
1	I packed a torch a map some water and a coat.
2	When the alarm sounded everyone ran to the exit.
3	Without a sound the door creaked open.
4	Mr Patel our new head of year spoke in assembly.
5	However the results were better than expected.
6	The old house dark and silent stood at the end of the lane.
7	If you finish early check your work.
8	We visited Paris Rome and Berlin.



	2   Apostrophes for possession      Show who or what owns something.
	Add an apostrophe to each phrase.
1	the girls coat  (one girl)
2	the girls changing room  (more than one girl)
3	the childrens toys
4	the princess crown  (one princess)
5	the teachers meeting  (several teachers)
6	James bike



	3   Homophones and confusables      Circle the correct word.
1	Thank you for the kind (complement / compliment).
2	The cold snap (affected / effected) the harvest.
3	She didn’t know (weather / whether) to laugh or cry.
4	You are not (aloud / allowed) to run in the corridor.
5	The (principal / principle) reason was cost.
6	A cold (draught / draft) blew under the door.
7	She (led / lead) the team to victory.
8	The car remained (stationary / stationery) at the lights.
9	Take a deep (breath / breathe) before you start.
10	We walked (passed / past) the station.
11	Write one sentence that uses whose and who’s correctly.
	


SPaG Check-Up 3
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	4   Short sentences for impact      Use short sentences to change the pace.
a	Tick the one minor sentence (it has no main verb).
☐   Stop.
☐   Run!
☐   Silence.
☐   It stopped.
b	Add a short sentence of five words or fewer to build tension:
The corridor stretched ahead of her, lined with doors that had not been opened for years, each one thick with dust.
	
c	Explain the effect of placing your short sentence after the long one.
	



	5   Formal Standard English      Write for a formal audience.
a	Tick the one sentence written in formal Standard English.
☐   The canteen prices are a bit of a joke, to be honest.
☐   Students was unhappy with the new prices.
☐   Many students feel that the canteen prices are unreasonable.
☐   Loads of us don’t hardly eat there no more.
b	Rewrite this for a formal letter to your headteacher.
Basically, loads of students reckon the canteen is way too expensive. The food’s alright but there isn’t hardly any choice, and we’ve got no time to eat it anyway.
	
	
	



	6   Proofread like an examiner      Correct the 8 errors in this paragraph.
When we arrived at the campsite it was already dark. My friends tent was to small, so we shared mine. We unpacked our torches sleeping bags and food. Outside, the wind was getting louder, we were to tired to care. Weather it rained or not, we were going to sleep until tommorow.
	Explain one correction.
	
	



Final check: ☐ full stops  ☐ apostrophes  ☐ homophones  ☐ spelling  ☐ Standard English  ☐ sentence variety  ☐ ; : –  
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	1   Commas in the right place      Choose the correctly punctuated sentence.
a	Tick the one sentence that uses commas correctly.
☐   My aunt, who lives in Leeds visits every summer.
☐   My aunt who lives in Leeds, visits every summer.
☐   My aunt, who lives in Leeds, visits every summer.
☐   My aunt, who lives, in Leeds visits every summer.
b	Tick the one sentence that uses a comma correctly.
☐   After the storm had passed the town, was silent.
☐   After the storm had passed, the town was silent.
☐   After the storm, had passed the town was silent.
☐   After the storm had passed the town was, silent.
c	Write a sentence about a city with extra information between two commas.
	



	2   Apostrophe or not?      Tick the correct sentences. Fix the others.
	a	The Smiths’ house is on the corner.
	☐

	b	Its been raining all day.
	☐

	c	The team lost its first match.
	☐

	d	Who’s coat is this?
	☐

	e	The 1990s were a decade of change.
	☐

	f	You’re bag is on the floor.
	☐






	3   Prefixes and suffixes      Build new words correctly.
	Join the parts. Write the new word.
	1	dis + satisfied  	
	5	occur + ence  	

	2	il + logical  	
	6	refer + ence  	

	3	ir + responsible  	
	7	desire + able  	

	4	un + noticed  	
	8	happy + ly  	


	Write one sentence that uses two of your new words.
	


SPaG Check-Up 4
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	4   Semicolons      Tick the correct sentences. Fix the others.
	a	The sky darkened; the first drops of rain began to fall.
	☐

	b	I was tired; because I had run all the way.
	☐

	c	We visited Cardiff, Wales; Bath, England; and Dublin, Ireland.
	☐

	d	She wanted to win; more than anything.
	☐

	e	The match was cancelled; however, we still trained.
	☐

	f	Despite the rain; the match went ahead.
	☐


	Write a sentence that uses a semicolon to join two linked ideas.
	
	Write a list of three places, each with extra detail, separated by semicolons.
	



	5   Varied openings      Rewrite the sentence with each opening.
	The fox crept across the frozen field.
-ing word 	
-ed word 	
Adverb 	
Preposition 	
Subordinate clause 	
	Explain which opening is most effective and why.
	



	6   Proofread like an examiner      Correct the 8 errors in this paragraph.
The museum which opened in 1902, is beginning to show it’s age. Its unecessary to close it, the building simply needs repairs. Visitors have refered to the main hall as dull. The councils budget is small, but there hopeful that it will help.
	Explain one correction.
	
	



Final check: ☐ full stops  ☐ apostrophes  ☐ homophones  ☐ spelling  ☐ Standard English  ☐ sentence variety  ☐ ; : –  
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Accuracy for AO6  ·  AQA GCSE English Language, Question 5

	1   Standard English: agreement      Tick the correct sentences. Fix the others.
	a	Each of the students have a locker.
	☐

	b	The box of old letters was hidden under the bed.
	☐

	c	Neither the teacher nor the students was ready.
	☐

	d	There’s three reasons why I disagree.
	☐

	e	The results, along with the report, were sent home.
	☐

	f	She gave the tickets to my brother and I.
	☐


	Rewrite in the past tense throughout: I walk into the room and everyone stared at me.
	



	2   Plurals      Spell plurals correctly.
	Write the plural.
	1	thief  	
	6	criterion  	

	2	echo  	
	7	phenomenon  	

	3	crisis  	
	8	passer-by  	

	4	journey  	
	9	chief  	

	5	analysis  	
	10	mother-in-law  	


	Write one sentence that uses two of these plurals.
	



	3   Know the difference      Explain each pair in one short sentence.
affect / effect 	
practice / practise 	
advice / advise 	
lose / loose 	
accept / except 	
fewer / less 	
imply / infer 	


SPaG Check-Up 5
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	4   Colons      Introduce a list or an explanation.
a	Add a colon in the correct place.
1	I packed three things a torch, a map and a flask.
2	There was only one problem we had no money.
3	She knew what she had to do leave before sunrise.
4	He had one fear failure.
5	The instructions were simple stay together and keep quiet.
6	Three countries border Belgium France, Germany and the Netherlands.
b	Write a sentence where a colon introduces an explanation.
	
c	Write a sentence where a colon introduces a list.
	



	5   Write with control      Use commas accurately in your own writing.
a	Write three sentences about a busy train station, one for each comma skill.
List 	
	
Opening clause 	
	
Paired commas 	
	
b	Check: read each sentence without the words between your paired commas. Does it still make sense?



	6   Proofread like an examiner      Correct the 8 errors in this paragraph.
Our drama group had one goal; to win the regional festival. We practiced every evening in the halls of two local churchs. The rehearsals had a huge affect on our confidence. Two of the heros in our play were brothers, and their performances was outstanding. We should of won, but the three judges advice was helpful.
	Explain one correction.
	
	



Final check: ☐ full stops  ☐ apostrophes  ☐ homophones  ☐ spelling  ☐ Standard English  ☐ sentence variety  ☐ ; : –  
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SPaG Check-Up 6
Accuracy for AO6  ·  AQA GCSE English Language, Question 5

	1   Dashes and brackets      Add extra information or emphasis.
a	Add a pair of dashes or brackets to each sentence.
1	The castle built in 1280 still stands.
2	My cousin a talented singer won the competition.
3	The answer was obvious at least to me.
b	Tick the one sentence that uses brackets correctly.
☐   The museum (opened) in 1902, is free to visit.
☐   The museum (which opened in 1902) is free to visit.
☐   The museum which (opened in 1902 is free) to visit.
☐   (The museum which opened) in 1902 is free to visit.



	2   Effects and functions      Explain how sentences work.
a	Tick the best explanation of the effect: The footsteps came closer. Then they stopped.
☐   It slows the pace to describe the setting in detail.
☐   It creates a sudden pause that builds tension.
☐   It adds extra information about the footsteps.
☐   It shows the writer is unsure what happened.
b	Name the form of each sentence in this speech opening and explain its effect.
Imagine a world without bees. What would we eat? Act now!
1 	
2 	
3 	



	3   Improve the paragraph      Rewrite it with varied sentences.
I walked into the house. It was dark. I turned on the light. It did not work. I walked to the kitchen. I heard a noise. I was scared.
	
	
	
	
	
	Explain the effect of one change.
	


SPaG Check-Up 6
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	4   Choose the best mark      Use a semicolon, a colon or a dash.
a	Write the best mark in each gap.
1	The room was silent ___ too silent.
2	I needed three things ___ courage, patience and luck.
3	The north side was frozen ___ the south side was bathed in sunlight.
b	Explain one of your choices.
	
c	Write a sentence that uses a single dash for a dramatic ending.
	
d	Rewrite with brackets instead of commas: My uncle, who lives in Spain, is visiting.
	



	5   Build a paragraph      Use sentence forms for effect.
a	Write three or four sentences about a storm approaching. Include a complex sentence that starts with a subordinate clause and one short sentence for impact.
	
	
	
	
b	Underline your short sentence. Explain its effect.
	



	6   Proofread like an examiner      Correct the 8 errors in this paragraph.
The city never truly slept, even at three in the morning, taxis hissed along the wet streets; their headlights flickered accross the shop window’s. I had one goal; to reach the station before the last train left. My phone – which I had forgotten to charge was dead. I couldnt call anyone, so I ran faster then ever before. Their was no other choice.
	Explain one correction.
	
	



Final check: ☐ full stops  ☐ apostrophes  ☐ homophones  ☐ spelling  ☐ Standard English  ☐ sentence variety  ☐ ; : –  
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Answer key: SPaG Check-Up 1
Teacher copy.
Watch for: commas used as full stops (comma splices), and apostrophes added to plurals.
1   Sentence demarcation
a  ✗  I knocked on the door. Nobody answered.  Comma splice.
b  ✓  “but” joins the clauses.
c  ✓  Subordinate clause, comma, main clause.
d  ✗  Mia ran to the station. Her train had already left.  Run-on sentence.
e  ✗  The house was silent. It felt abandoned.  Comma splice. A semicolon also works.
f  ✗  The film was long; therefore, we left early.  “therefore” cannot join clauses with a comma. A full stop also works.
2   Apostrophes
a  It’s, Tom’s, teachers’, didn’t, He’s, they’ll  Omission: It’s, didn’t, He’s, they’ll. Possession: Tom’s (one owner), teachers’ (plural). No apostrophe in “gates”.
b  The players’ boots were covered in mud.  Plural owners ending in s: apostrophe after the s.
3   Homophones and spelling
a  Whose  ·  affect  ·  effect  ·  have  ·  You’re  ·  too  “affect” is usually the verb, “effect” the noun.
b  definitely  ·  separate  ·  necessary  ·  embarrass  ·  occasionally  ·  disappointed
4   Standard English
a  ✓
b  ✗  We were waiting for ages.
c  ✗  Sam and I are going to the match.  Test it: “Me am going” is wrong.
d  ✗  There are lots of reasons to stay.  “There’s” = there is.
e  ✓
f  ✗  Fewer people came than last year.  fewer for things you can count.
5   Semicolons, colons and dashes
a  The storm grew louder; the windows began to rattle.  A semicolon joins two linked main clauses.
b  She had one goal: to escape before dawn.  The clause before the colon is complete.
c  The house was empty; everyone had gone.  /  The house was empty – everyone had gone.  The dash gives a sharper, more dramatic pause.
6   Proofread like an examiner
1  deserted, the  →  deserted. The  Comma splice (a semicolon also works).
2  boot’s  →  boots  Plural, not possessive.
3  Their  →  There  Homophone.
4  distance it’s  →  distance, its  A comma is needed before the descriptive phrase.
5  it’s sail  →  its sail  Possessive: the sail belongs to the boat.
6  couldnt  →  couldn’t  Apostrophe of omission.
7  alone, it  →  alone. It  Comma splice (a semicolon also works).
8  dissapeared  →  disappeared  dis + appeared.
Corrected: The beach was deserted. The only sound was the waves. I walked slowly along the shore, my boots sinking into the wet sand. There was a boat in the distance, its sail torn and grey. I couldn’t remember feeling so alone. It was as if the world had disappeared.
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Answer key: SPaG Check-Up 2
Teacher copy.
Watch for: “however” and “therefore” used as conjunctions, and long sentences assumed to be complex.
1   Spot the comma splice
a  ✗  The rain stopped. We went outside.  Comma splice: two main clauses joined by a comma.
b  ✓  “so” is a conjunction, so the comma is fine.
c  ✓  Subordinate clause, comma, main clause.
d  ✗  The path was flooded. We had to turn back.  Run-on sentence.
e  ✓  Paired commas around extra information.
f  ✗  It was late; however, we kept walking.  “however” cannot join clauses with a comma.
g  ✓  Subordinate clause, comma, main clause.
2   Apostrophes: omission and possession
1–3  It’s (… its paw)  ·  women’s  ·  We’ve, twins’  Possessive “its” has no apostrophe; plural not ending in s adds ’s.
4–6  She’d, she’d  ·  boss’s, everyone’s  ·  James’s  Singular owners add ’s, even after s (James’ also accepted). No apostrophe in 1960s.
b  Answers will vary.  Check one of each type is used correctly.
3   Commonly misspelt words
  accommodation  ·  receive  ·  tomorrow  ·  argument  ·  beautiful  ·  rhythm  ·  conscious  ·  possession  ·  persuade  ·  guarantee
Tricks: accommodation has two c’s and two m’s; argue loses its e in argument; Rhythm Helps Your Two Hips Move.
4   Simple, compound or complex?
1–3  simple  ·  compound  ·  complex
4–6  simple  ·  compound  ·  complex
7–8  simple  ·  complex  Length does not decide the type: 1, 4 and 7 each have only one clause.
Simple: one main clause. Compound: two main clauses + and/but/or/so. Complex: main clause + subordinate clause.
  Answers will vary, e.g. As the tide turned, the waves grew louder.  Check for a comma after the opening clause.
5   Fix it three ways
a  The bus was late. I missed …  /  The bus was late, so I missed …  /  The bus was late; I missed …  Any suitable conjunction is fine.
b  Answers will vary, e.g. As the lights dimmed, the crowd fell silent.  Check: the opening clause cannot stand alone, and a comma follows it.
c  The lights went out. Nobody moved.  A semicolon or a conjunction (“but nobody moved”) also works.
d  Answers will vary.  Reward comments on effect, e.g. the full stop creates a blunt pause.
6   Proofread like an examiner
1  Tommorow  →  Tomorrow  Spelling.
2  season, I  →  season. I  Comma splice.
3  cant  →  can’t  Apostrophe of omission.
4  were ready  →  we’re ready  We are (revisits Check-Up 1).
5  game this year  →  game. This year  Run-on sentence (revisits Check-Up 1).
6  rythm  →  rhythm  Spelling.
7  recieve  →  receive  i before e except after c.
8  beatiful  →  beautiful  Spelling: b-e-a-u.
Corrected: Tomorrow is the first match of the season. I can’t wait. Our coach says we’re ready, but I’m not so sure. Last year we lost every game. This year, the team has a new rhythm and I’m determined to receive a medal. It would be a beautiful way to end the year.
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Answer key: SPaG Check-Up 3
Teacher copy.
Watch for: possessive apostrophes placed by guesswork. Ask “who owns it, and is it one or more?” first.
1   Commas in lists and after openers
1  torch, a map, some water  List commas. A comma before “and” is not needed, but is not wrong.
2  sounded, everyone  Comma after an opening subordinate clause.
3  sound, the door  Comma after a fronted adverbial.
4  Mr Patel, our new head of year, spoke  Paired commas around extra information.
5  However, the results  Comma after an opening adverb.
6  house, dark and silent, stood  Paired commas.
7  early, check  Comma after an opening subordinate clause.
8  Paris, Rome and Berlin  List comma.
2   Apostrophes for possession
a  girl’s  ·  girls’  ·  children’s  ·  princess’s  ·  teachers’  ·  James’s  One owner: add ’s, even after s (princess’s). Plural ending in s: add ’ only. Plural not ending in s (children): add ’s. James’ is also accepted.
3   Homophones and confusables
1–5  compliment  ·  affected  ·  whether  ·  allowed  ·  principal
6–10  draught  ·  led  ·  stationary  ·  breath  ·  past
Tips: a complIment is nIce; a complEment complEtes. “affect” is the verb here. In British English a draught is a current of air. The past tense of “lead” is “led”. breath is the noun, breathe the verb. stationAry = stAnding still.
11  Answers will vary, e.g. Who’s seen the girl whose bag was stolen?  who’s = who is / who has; whose = belonging to whom.
4   Short sentences for impact
a  Silence.  It has no verb. “Stop.” and “Run!” are commands: they contain a verb, so they are full sentences.
b  Answers will vary, e.g. Then one door opened.  Five words or fewer, correctly punctuated.
c  e.g. The long sentence slows the pace; the short one breaks it suddenly, creating shock and tension.
5   Formal Standard English
a  Many students feel that the canteen prices are unreasonable.  The others use slang, a non-standard verb (students was) or a double negative.
b  Answers will vary, e.g. Many students believe that the canteen is too expensive. Although the food is acceptable, there is very little choice, and the lunch break is too short to eat it.  Remove slang (basically, loads, reckon, way too, alright); fix the double negative (isn’t hardly); avoid contractions in formal writing.
6   Proofread like an examiner
1  campsite it  →  campsite, it  Comma after an opening subordinate clause.
2  friends tent  →  friend’s tent  Possession (friends’ if more than one friend).
3  to small  →  too small  too = more than enough.
4  torches sleeping  →  torches, sleeping  List comma.
5  louder, we  →  louder. We  Comma splice (revisits Check-Up 2).
6  to tired  →  too tired  too = more than enough.
7  Weather  →  Whether  Homophone.
8  tommorow  →  tomorrow  One m, double r (revisits Check-Up 2).
Corrected: When we arrived at the campsite, it was already dark. My friend’s tent was too small, so we shared mine. We unpacked our torches, sleeping bags and food. Outside, the wind was getting louder. We were too tired to care. Whether it rained or not, we were going to sleep until tomorrow.
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Answer key: SPaG Check-Up 4
Teacher copy.
Watch for: semicolons used like commas, before “because” or after an opening phrase.
1   Commas in the right place
a  My aunt, who lives in Leeds, visits every summer.  Extra information needs a comma on both sides.
b  After the storm had passed, the town was silent.  The comma marks the end of the opening clause. Option 1 is a common mistake: the comma comes too late.
c  e.g. London, the capital of England, never sleeps.  It should still make sense without the part between the commas.
2   Apostrophe or not?
a  ✓  The house belongs to the Smith family (plural), so the apostrophe goes after the s.
b  ✗  It’s been raining all day.  It’s = it has.
c  ✓  “its” = belonging to it. No apostrophe.
d  ✗  Whose coat is this?  Who’s = who is or who has.
e  ✓  Decades take no apostrophe.
f  ✗  Your bag is on the floor.  You’re = you are.
3   Prefixes and suffixes
1–4  dissatisfied  ·  illogical  ·  irresponsible  ·  unnoticed  A prefix never changes the root, so letters can double up (dis + satisfied).
5–8  occurrence  ·  reference  ·  desirable  ·  happily  Double the r when the stress stays on it (ocCURRence), not when it moves (REFerence). Drop e before -able; y becomes i.
  Sentence answers will vary. Check both words are spelt correctly.
4   Semicolons
a  ✓  Two closely linked main clauses.
b  ✗  I was tired because I had run all the way.  No semicolon before “because”.
c  ✓  Semicolons separate list items containing commas.
d  ✗  She wanted to win more than anything.  Not a main clause after it.
e  ✓  Semicolon before “however”, comma after it.
f  ✗  Despite the rain, the match went ahead.  An opening phrase takes a comma, not a semicolon.
  Answers will vary, e.g. The bell rang; nobody moved.  Both sides must be main clauses.
  e.g. We met Ana, my cousin; Leo, her brother; and Sam, their friend.  Semicolons separate items that already contain commas.
5   Varied openings
  Answers will vary, e.g. Shivering, … / Startled, … / Silently, … / Across the frozen field crept the fox. / As the sun rose, …  Check for a comma after each opener (not needed when subject and verb swap).
6   Proofread like an examiner
1  museum which  →  museum, which  Paired commas need both commas.
2  it’s age  →  its age  Possessive “its” has no apostrophe.
3  Its  →  It’s  It is.
4  unecessary  →  unnecessary  un + necessary.
5  close it, the  →  close it; the  Comma splice. A full stop also works.
6  refered  →  referred  Double the r: the stress is on “-fer”.
7  councils  →  council’s  Possession (revisits Check-Up 3).
8  there hopeful  →  they’re hopeful  They are (revisits Check-Up 3).
Corrected: The museum, which opened in 1902, is beginning to show its age. It’s unnecessary to close it; the building simply needs repairs. Visitors have referred to the main hall as dull. The council’s budget is small, but they’re hopeful that it will help.
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Answer key: SPaG Check-Up 5
Teacher copy.
Watch for: verbs agreeing with the nearest noun instead of the subject (“The box of letters were …”).
1   Standard English: agreement
a  ✗  Each of the students has a locker.  “Each” is singular, whatever follows “of”.
b  ✓  The subject is “box”, not “letters”.
c  ✗  Neither the teacher nor the students were ready.  With neither … nor, the verb agrees with the nearer subject.
d  ✗  There are three reasons why I disagree.  “There’s” = there is, which cannot go with a plural.
e  ✓  The subject is “results”; “along with the report” is extra information.
f  ✗  … to my brother and me.  After a preposition, use “me”. Test it: “to I” is wrong.
  I walked into the room and everyone stared at me.  Keep the tense consistent.
2   Plurals
1–5  thieves  ·  echoes  ·  crises  ·  journeys  ·  analyses
6–10  criteria  ·  phenomena  ·  passers-by  ·  chiefs  ·  mothers-in-law  f → ves (thieves) but not always (chiefs). -is → -es; -on → -a. The main word takes the plural (passers-by).
  Sentence answers will vary. Check both plurals are spelt correctly.
3   Know the difference
  affect is usually a verb (the noise affected me); effect is usually a noun (a strange effect).
  In British English, practice is the noun (football practice) and practise is the verb (I practise daily).
  advice is the noun (good advice); advise is the verb (I advise you to rest).
  lose means to misplace or be defeated; loose means not tight.
  accept means to receive or agree to; except means not including.
  fewer for things you can count (fewer cars); less for amounts (less traffic).
  A speaker implies (suggests); a listener infers (works out).
4   Colons
a  things:  ·  problem:  ·  do:  ·  fear:  ·  simple:  ·  Belgium:  Each colon follows a complete main clause and introduces what comes next.
b  Answers will vary, e.g. The match was cancelled: the pitch was flooded.  Check that the words before the colon could stand alone as a sentence.
c  e.g. I needed three things: a map, a torch and a friend.  No colon straight after a verb (“I needed: …” is wrong).
5   Write with control
a  e.g. Commuters carried coffee, newspapers and umbrellas.  /  As the train pulled in, the crowd surged forward.  /  The guard, red-faced and breathless, blew his whistle.
b  If it does not make sense, the commas are in the wrong place.
6   Proofread like an examiner
1  goal; to win  →  goal: to win  A colon introduces the explanation.
2  practiced  →  practised  British English: practise is the verb.
3  churchs  →  churches  Add -es after ch.
4  affect  →  effect  Noun: effect.
5  heros  →  heroes  Plural of hero.
6  performances was  →  performances were  Plural subject, plural verb.
7  should of  →  should have  “should of” is never correct (revisits Check-Up 1).
8  judges advice  →  judges’ advice  Plural owner (revisits Check-Up 3).
Corrected: Our drama group had one goal: to win the regional festival. We practised every evening in the halls of two local churches. The rehearsals had a huge effect on our confidence. Two of the heroes in our play were brothers, and their performances were outstanding. We should have won, but the three judges’ advice was helpful.
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Answer key: SPaG Check-Up 6
Teacher copy.
Watch for: single dashes where a pair is needed, and colons placed straight after a verb.
1   Dashes and brackets
a1  The castle (built in 1280) still stands.  /  The castle – built in 1280 – still stands.
a2  My cousin – a talented singer – won the competition.  Brackets or paired commas also work.
a3  The answer was obvious (at least to me).  /  The answer was obvious – at least to me.  At the end of a sentence, one dash is enough.
b  The museum (which opened in 1902) is free to visit.  The sentence still makes sense with the brackets and their contents removed.
2   Effects and functions
a  It creates a sudden pause that builds tension.  The short sentence stops the movement abruptly. It does not add detail or information.
b1  Command (imperative).  Speaks directly to the audience and makes them picture the problem.
b2  Rhetorical question.  Makes the audience consider the consequence for themselves.
b3  Command and exclamation.  Short and urgent: a clear call to action.
3   Improve the paragraph
  Answers will vary, e.g. The house was dark. I reached for the light switch, but nothing happened. Slowly, I edged towards the kitchen. Then I heard it. A scratch.  Look for varied openings, fewer sentences starting with “I”, a mix of lengths and at least one short sentence for impact.
4   Choose the best mark
1  dash  Adds an afterthought for emphasis. A comma is possible but weaker.
2  colon  Introduces a list after a complete clause.
3  semicolon  Balances two linked main clauses that contrast.
c  Answers will vary, e.g. We opened the door – the room was empty.  The dash should set up a surprise or emphasis.
d  My uncle (who lives in Spain) is visiting.  Brackets make the extra detail feel more like an aside.
5   Build a paragraph
a  Answers will vary, e.g. As the clouds gathered over the hills, the birds fell silent. Then the wind came.  Check for a comma after the opening clause.
b  e.g. The short sentence arrives suddenly after a longer one, creating a sense of threat.
6   Proofread like an examiner
1  slept, even  →  slept. Even  Comma splice (Check-Up 2).
2  accross  →  across  Spelling: one c, double s.
3  window’s  →  windows  Plural, not possessive (Check-Up 4).
4  goal; to  →  goal: to  A colon introduces the explanation (Check-Up 5).
5  charge was  →  charge – was  Dashes come in pairs around extra information.
6  couldnt  →  couldn’t  Apostrophe of omission (Check-Up 2).
7  then  →  than  “than” compares (Check-Up 1).
8  Their  →  There  Homophone (Check-Up 1).
Corrected: The city never truly slept. Even at three in the morning, taxis hissed along the wet streets; their headlights flickered across the shop windows. I had one goal: to reach the station before the last train left. My phone – which I had forgotten to charge – was dead. I couldn’t call anyone, so I ran faster than ever before. There was no other choice.
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