Overview

Task 1

· 24 marks
· Analyse the poem in detail
· Focus on methods (language, structure, form) and their effects
· Spend roughly 30 minutes on the task

Task 2

· 8 marks
· Compare the two poems
· Focus on similarities and/or differences in methods and ideas
· Spend roughly 15 minutes on the task

Assessment Objectives

· Clear, sustained response to the tasks
· Understanding of explicit and implicit meanings
· Use of textual references (quotations)
· Analysis of poet’s methods (language, structure, form)
· Use of subject terminology
· Explanation of effects on the reader



















Past Exam Question

Task 1
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Task 2
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Approaching Task 1

Introduction

1. Give some brief context (who’s speaking, what’s happening)
2. Put forward your overall viewpoint
3. Provide a preview of methods

Main Paragraphs

1. Start with a clear point about the poet’s methods
2. Provide embedded quotations as evidence
3. Analyse the specific methods used
4. Explain the effects on the reader
5. Link back to the question

Conclusion

1. Summarise your main argument
2. Offer a final insight

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Stems for Language Analysis

· The poet’s use of [technique] in ‘[quote]’ emphasises [effect/idea]
· The poet employs [technique] to convey [idea], as seen in ‘[quote]’
· Through [technique], the poet creates a sense of [feeling/atmosphere]
· The repetition of [word/phrase] throughout the poem reinforces [idea]
· The word ‘[word]’ carries connotations of [associations], which suggests [meaning]
· ‘The juxtaposition of ‘[word 1]’ and ‘[word 2]’ highlights the contrast between [analysis]

Stems for Structure Analysis
· ‘The poem’s structure shifts at [point], marking a change from [x] to [y]
· ‘The use of [enjambment/caesura] creates [effect]
· ‘The [regular/irregular] rhythm of the poem mirrors [idea]
· ‘Structurally, the poem moves from [beginning] to [end], suggesting [development]






Approaching Task 2

Introduction

1. Give some brief context (who’s speaking, what’s happening)
2. Write a short overview of how the poems compare

Main Paragraphs

1. Identify a similarity/difference in methods (e.g. language and structure)
2. Provide evidence from both poems
3. Explain the effect in both poems
4. Make the comparison explicit

Conclusion

1. Summarise your main argument
2. Offer a final insight

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Stems for Similarities

· Both poets use [technique] to convey [idea]
· In [Poem 1], ‘[quote]’ suggests [meaning], while [Poem 2]’s ‘[quote]’ similarly [meaning]
· Like [Poem 1], [Poem 2] employs [technique], as seen in ‘[quote 1]’ and ‘[quote 2]
· The use of [technique] is central to both poems because [analysis]
· Both poems share [quality], creating [similar effect] through [method]

Stems for Differences

· While [Poem 1] uses [technique], [Poem 2] employs [technique] to achieve [effect]
· In contrast to [Poem 1]’s [quality], [Poem 2] is characterised by [different quality]
· Unlike [Poem 1], which [does x], [Poem 2] [does y] to create a contrasting effect
· The tone of [Poem 1] is achieved through [method], whilst [Poem 2]’s tone is created by [method]
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Section C: Unseen poetry

Answer both questions in this section.

The washing never gets done

The washing never gets done.

The furnace never gets heated.

Books never get read.

Life is never completed.
5 Life is like a ball which one must continually

catch and hit so it won't fall.

When the fence is repaired at one end,

it collapses at the other. The roof leaks,

the kitchen door won't close, there are cracks in the foundation,
10 the torn knees of children's pants...

One can't keep everything in mind. The wonder is

that beside all this one can notice

the spring which is so full of everything

continuing in all directions — into the evening clouds,
15 into the redwing's* song and into every

drop of dew on every blade of grass in the meadow,

as far as the eye can see, into the dusk.

*redwing: a type of bird

Jaan Kaplinski

IIl In ‘The washing never gets done’, how does the poet present ideas about daily life
and connecting with the natural world?
[24 marks]
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A Day in Autumn

It will not always be like this,

The air windless, a few last

Leaves adding their decoration

To the trees’ shoulders, braiding the cuffs
5 Of the boughs with gold; a bird preening

In the lawn’s mirror. Having looked up

From the day’s chores, pause a minute,

Let the mind take its photograph

Of the bright scene, something to wear
10 Against the heart in the long cold.

R S Thomas

Izl In both ‘A Day in Autumn’ and “The washing never gets done’, the poets present ideas
about daily life and connecting with the natural world.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to
present these ideas?

[8 marks]





